
South Florida Water Management District
Governing Board

Projects & Lands Committee
MEETING MINUTES

November 12, 2009
10:30 AM

Nelson Government & Cultural Center
102050 Overseas Highway

Key Largo, FL 33037
Members Present:
Joe Collins Shannon Estenoz Jerry Montgomery
Patrick  Rooney

1. Call to Order - Pat Rooney, Chair

Chair Rooney called the meeting to order at 11:25 a.m.

Governing Board members Eric Buermann, Charles Dauray, Kevin Powers and
Mike Collins were also in attendance at the meeting.

2. Approval of Minutes

Approval of Minutes from the October 14, 2009, Project & Lands Committee
meeting held in West Palm Beach, FL.

Motion made by Jerry Montgomery, seconded by Shannon Estenoz, to approve the
Project and Lands Committee meeting minutes of October 14, 2009.  Vote called.
Voting yes:  Patrick Rooney, Jerry Montgomery, Shannon Estenoz and Joe Collins.
Motion passed.

3. Changes to Agenda - Annette Carter, Director, Office of Governing Board &
Executive Services
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Annette Carter, Director, Office of Governing Board & Executive Services, read into
the record:

Section 120.525, Florida Statutes, allows the District to change the published
agenda for good cause shown, as determined by the presiding officer.  Based upon
that authority, the Chairman has determined that good cause exists to make certain
changes to the Agenda.  These changes are being made in order to permit the
Committee to efficiently accomplish necessary public business at this meeting and
to reflect the items on the agenda that have been requested or suggested to be
deleted, revised, supplemented or postponed.  These changes have been listed in
the Committee Addendum available at the entrance to this meeting room.

4. C-44 Construction Relocation Features and Local Sponsor Issues - Tommy B.
Strowd, P.E., Assistant Deputy Executive Director, Everglades Restoration and
Capital Projects (ext. 6998)

Tommy Strowd, Assistant Deputy Executive Director, Everglades Restoration and
Capital Projects led a discussion regarding relocation work relating to utilities, Troup
Indiantown water system and some environmental remediation that needs to be
performed by the South Florida Water Management District in advance of the Corps
construction of C-44.  There is an item on the Discussion agenda related to a
budget transfer of $5.2 million which will allow the District to perform the necessary
construction and environmental work that will enable the Corps to maintain its
construction schedule.

Mr. M. Collins reported on the budget reserves by the legislature.

Ms. Estenoz also commented on the budget reserves and the strategic planning
process.

Mr. M. Collins provided commented on project costs and budget reserves for
unintended consequences.

Ms. Wehle commented on the design and minimizing the cost of projects.

5. SFWMD Letter of Support for the C-111 Spreader Canal Western Project Final
Integrated Project Implementation Report and Environmental Impact Statement -
Tommy B. Strowd, P.E., Assistant Deputy Executive Director, Everglades
Restoration and Capital Projects (ext. 6998)

Tommy Strowd, Assistant Deputy Executive Director, presented information of an
item on the Consent Agenda regarding a Letter of Support addressed to the Corps
for the C-111 Spreader Canal Project Implementation Report.

There was discussion on the crediting process for projects.

Ms. Wehle said there will be a workshop explaining the crediting process.

Public Comment:  Laura Reynolds, Tropical Audubon Society, supports the project.

6. Tamayo Acquisition Update - Ruth Clements, Director, Land Acquisition Department
(ext. 6271)
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Ruth Clements, Director of Land Acquisition, gave an update regarding acquisition
of the remaining 76 acres for the WCA 3A/3B seepage management project.

7. Climate Change and Water Management in South Florida - Kim Shugar, Director,
Intergovernmental Programs Department and Jayantha Obeysekera, Director,
HESM Department (ext. 6016 & 6503)

Jayantha Obeysekera, Director, HESM Department, presented information on
climate change, the SFWMD White Paper, and the types and potential climate
change impacts to Florida.

Ms. Wehle commented on a recommendation of cost estimates of retrofitting
coastal structures, a schedule, long-term strategic plan and modeling for salt-water
intrusion on the coastline.

Ms. Estenoz commented on regional planning parameters and requested this topic
be discussed at the joint WRAC/Governing Board meeting.

Mr. Buermann supports the District taking a leadership role regarding climate
change.

Chair Rooney also agreed the agency take a leadership role regarding climate
change and sea level rise.

Kim Shugar, Director, Intergovernmental Programs Department, presented
information on the local government climate change initiatives.

Mr. Montgomery commented on the District working with local governments to
discuss the planning parameters for climate change and taking a leadership role.

Ms. Estenoz commented on the District's need for collaboration with local
government.  She requested the local governments participate at the joint
WRAC/Governing Board meeting to discuss planning parameters.

Public Comment:  Laura Reynolds, Tropical Audubon, supports the District taking a
leadership role for discussion regarding climate change.

8. Local Permitting for District Projects - Carlyn Kowalsky, Managing Attorney, Office
of Counsel (ext. 6240)

Carlyn Kowalsky, Managing Attorney, Office of Counsel, presented information on
local permitting for District projects.  She reported on the types of local permits
required for flood control and restoration projects.

9. Public Comment

There was no public comment.
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11. Revise motion from Item 4, Dispersed Storage and Treatment Update, on October
14, 2009, Project & Lands meeting agenda - Shannon Estenoz, Governing Board
Member and Chair of WRAC

The Project and Lands Committee recommends that the Governing Board endorse
the Florida Ranchlands Environmental Services Program approach and other
dispersed water storage and treatment programs, recognizing that there are a
number of programmatic and other regulatory issues that need to be worked
through, and recommend that the Governing Board formally direct staff to work
through those issues.

Note:  Joe Collins abstained from voting on this item.

Motion made by Shannon Estenoz, seconded by Jerry Montgomery, to approve the
revised motion from Item 4, Dispersed Storage and Treatment Update, on October
14, 2009, Project and Lands Committee Meeting to read as follows:

The Project and Lands Committee recommends that the Governing Board endorse
the Florida Ranchlands Environmental Services Program approach and other
dispersed water storage and treatment programs, recognizing that there are a
number of programmatic and other regulatory issues that need to be worked
through, and recommend that the Governing Board formally direct staff to work
through those issues.

Vote called.  Voting yes:  Patrick Rooney, Jerry Montgomery, and Shannon
Estenoz.  Abstained:  Joe Collins.  Motion passed.

10. Adjourn

Chair Rooney adjourned the meeting at 1:10 p.m.

Motion Jerry Montgomery, seconded by Shannon Estenoz, to adjourn the Project
and Lands Committee meeting.  Vote called. Voting yes:  Patrick Rooney, Jerry
Montgomery, Shannon Estenoz and Joe Collins.  Motion passed.

_____________________________________
Patrick Rooney
Chairman
Projects and Lands Committee

Recorded By:

__________________________________
Cathy Widness
Administrative Assistant Senior
Governing Board and Executive Services
SFWMD
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