
MEMORANDUM 
 
TO:  Governing Board Members 
 
FROM: Carolyn S. Ansay, General Counsel, Office of Counsel 
 
DATE:  August 28, 2012 
 
SUBJECT: Authorize the granting of a Natural Gas Transmission Pipeline 

Easement over a portion of land in the Loxahatchee River Project 
known as Riverbend Park, located in Palm Beach County, in settlement 
of a condemnation action filed by Florida Gas Transmission Company, 
L.L.C., against the South Florida Water Management District and its 
lessee, Palm Beach County, in the Fifteenth Judicial Circuit, in and for 
Palm Beach County (Case No. 50-2012-CA-010077-MB)  

 
 
Staff Recommendation: 
Authorize the granting of a Natural Gas Transmission Pipeline Easement over a portion of 
land in the Loxahatchee River Project known as Riverbend Park, comprising approximately 
0.466 acres, more or less, of permanent easement interests, and approximately 0.318 
acres, more or less, of temporary easement interests, located in Palm Beach County, in 
settlement of a condemnation action filed by Florida Gas Transmission Company, L.L.C. 
(“FGT”), against the South Florida Water Management District (“District”), and its lessee, 
Palm Beach County (“County”), in the Fifteenth Judicial Circuit, in and for Palm Beach 
County (Case No. 50-2012-CA-010077-MB), for the payment of $39,630.00 to the District 
and County as set forth in the Agreed Order of Taking and Stipulated Final Judgment 
attached to the proposed Governing Board Resolution as Exhibit “A”. 
 
Background: 
FGT operates a natural gas transmission pipeline facility and other associated 
appurtenances, apparatus, stations and equipment incident to the transportation of natural 
gas, known as the 6" Pratt Whitney Lateral pipeline, which is an integral part of FGT's 
interstate natural gas transmission pipeline system subject to federal regulation.  
 
In order to continue to efficiently serve the existing and growing demand for natural gas in 
the State of Florida, FGT needs to construct a new meter station and a new 4" pipeline, 
approximately 2,200 feet in length, to connect the meter station to the existing 6" Pratt 
Whitney Lateral pipeline, as part of a project known as the 4" PGS Jupiter Lateral Project. 
To that end, FGT filed its Petition in Eminent Domain (condemnation action) against the 
District and its lessee, the County, in May, 2012. 
    
In settlement of the condemnation action, the District will grant an underground permanent 
pipeline easement to FGT over approximately 0.466 acres, more or less, and temporary 
easements over approximately 0.318 acres, more or less, located in Palm Beach County, 
within the Loxahatchee River Project, more commonly known as Riverbend Park, in 
consideration for payment by FGT of $39,630.00, of which $15,500 will be paid to the 
District and $24,130 will be paid to the County, as the District's lessee, who shall be obligated 
and required to expend the $24,130.00 on exotic plant control activities in and for the benefit of 
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the District’s Riverbend Park property and/or installing tree and shrub materials on other 
portions of the District’s Riverbend Park property. 
 
How this helps meet the District’s Mission: 
The consideration paid substantially exceeds the appraised market value for a permanent 
underground pipeline easement at the Riverbend Park location of 0.466 acres in size, and a 
temporary easement of 0.318 acres in size. Moreover, the District cannot prevent the taking 
by condemnation of this underground pipeline easement because the FGT pipeline project 
is not inconsistent with the overall purposes for which the District originally acquired the 
property for the Loxahatchee River Project pursuant to Chapter 373, Florida Statutes.   
 
This item impacts what areas of the District, both resource areas and geography: 
This item impacts the District’s Riverbend Park Property in Palm Beach County by granting 
an underground pipeline easement, but the granting of this easement is not inconsistent or 
detrimental to the overall purposes of the District’s property at Riverbend Park or the 
Loxahatchee River Project.   
 
What concerns could this item raise? 
None.   
 
Why should the Governing Board approve this item? 
The District cannot prevent the taking by condemnation of this underground pipeline 
easement. In addition, the consideration paid substantially exceeds the appraised market 
value of the underground pipeline easement, enabling the District to receive the $15,500 in 
proceeds from the condemnation action for other public purposes, and designate the 
additional amount of $24,130.00 for the District’s lessee (County), who shall be obligated and 
required to expend the $24,130.00 on exotic plant control activities in and for the benefit of the 
District’s Riverbend Park property and/or installing tree and shrub materials on other portions of 
the District’s Riverbend Park property.    
 


