
SOUTH FLORIDA WATER MANAGEMENT DISTRICT  

  

RESOLUTION NO. 2005-_______  

  

A RESOLUTION OF THE GOVERNING BOARD OF THE SOUTH 

FLORIDA WATER MANAGEMENT DISTRICT REQUESTING 

THE U.S. ARMY CORPS OF ENGINEERS, ON AN EXPEDITED 

BASIS, TAKE ACTIONS NECESSARY TO MODIFY THE LAKE 

OKEECHOBEE WATER CONTROL PLAN FOR THE PURPOSE 

OF ACHIEVING A MORE REFINED BALANCE BETWEEN THE 

COMPETING NEEDS OF THE LAKE AND ESTUARINE 

ECOSYSTEMS, FLOOD CONTROL, AND WATER SUPPLY AND 

ROUTINELY OPERATING THE LAKE AT LOWER LEVELS; 

PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE. 

  

WHEREAS, the regulation schedule for Lake Okeechobee is established 

pursuant to federal law and is embodied in the Lake Okeechobee Water Control Plan 

(“WCP”); and 

WHEREAS, the Project enabling legislation states that the Project must be 

maintained and operated in accordance with regulations prescribed by the Secretary of 

Army; and 

WHEREAS, the South Florida Water Management District (“District”), as the 

local sponsor of the Central and Southern Flood Control Project (“Project”) pursuant to 

section 373.103(2), Florida Statutes, is subject to and bound by the federally established 

Lake Okeechobee WCP in its operation of Lake Okeechobee structures; and 

WHEREAS, the District may, pursuant to federal law, make recommendations or 

requests of the federal government concerning Lake Okeechobee operations; and  

WHEREAS, the Lake Okeechobee WCP and associated federal laws recognize 

the multi-purpose nature Lake Okeechobee operations and that such operations provide 

for such multi-purpose discharges from the Lake as: flood control releases; water supply 



releases for estuarine, fish and wildlife, as well as human purposes; and releases for water 

quality purposes; and 

WHEREAS, the health of Lake Okeechobee and its native plant and animal life 

have, for a variety of reasons, declined in recent years; and 

WHEREAS, some of the primary reasons for the decline in the Lake’s health 

include consistently high water levels, excessive phosphorus loading, and rapid 

expansion of exotic plants; and 

WHEREAS, in 2004 the Lake’s health was also adversely affected by several 

hurricanes which exacerbated existing water quality and high water level issues; and 

WHEREAS,  high Lake water levels have also resulted in substantial discharges 

to the St. Lucie Estuary and Caloosahatchee River such that concern exists regarding the 

health of these waterbodies; and 

WHEREAS, appropriate modifications to the Lake’s regulation schedule are 

needed to better accomplish the multi-purpose Lake functions and to benefit the Lake and 

estuarine ecosystems, particularly if made in conjunction with structural changes 

enabling water supply deliveries from the Lake at lower levels; and 

WHEREAS, the current regulation schedule for Lake Okeechobee does not 

accomplish these goals; 

 

 NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE GOVERNING BOARD 

OF THE SOUTH FLORIDA WATER MANAGEMENT DISTRICT:  

 

Section 1. The Governing Board of the South Florida Water Management District 

requests the ACOE, on an expedited basis, take actions necessary to modify the Lake 

Okeechobee Water Control Plan, including the Lake’s Water Supply and Environment 

Regulation Schedule, for the purpose of achieving a more refined balance between the 

competing needs of the Lake ecosystem, estuarine ecosystems, flood control and water 

supply and also achieving routine operation of the Lake at lower levels; and 

Section  2. The Governing Board of the South Florida Water Management District 

hereby encourages member counties of the Nine-County Coalition to adopt similar 



Resolutions supporting permanent reductions in the Lake Okeechobee regulation 

schedule. 

Section  3. This Resolution shall take effect immediately upon adoption.  

   

PASSED and ADOPTED this 14th day of September, 2005.  

SOUTH FLORIDA WATER 

MANAGEMENT DISTRICT, BY ITS 

GOVERNING BOARD  

  

By: 

____________________________________

_  

             Chair  

ATTEST By:                                                                                           

  

__________________________  

District Clerk/Secretary  

Approved as to form:     

  

By: 

__________________________  

 Office of Counsel  

  

 


