
M E M O R A N D U M 
 
TO:  Governing Board Members 
 
FROM:  Sandra Close Turnquest, Deputy Executive Director, Corporate Resources  
 
DATE:  May 8, 2006 
 
SUBJECT: Six Mile Cypress Slough Interpretive Center - OT061104 
 
Background:   
The Six Mile Cypress Slough is 2200 acres in the middle of intense development.  It is home to at least ten 
species of endangered plants and animals and a busy rest stop for migrating birds.  Its sheetflow cleanses 
waters of nutrients and pollutants before they reach the Gulf of Mexico.  It lessens flooding and improves 
groundwater recharge to the aquifer. The Six Mile Cypress Slough Preserve is a true grass-root community 
involvement project.  In 1976, a group of Lee County students spearheaded the drive for the purchase and 
preservation of the Slough.  Eventually, Lee County citizens voted to tax themselves to purchase the Slough.  
South Florida Water Management District joined with the County in the purchase of the land to protect water 
supply.  At the time of purchase, the District made provisions for the possibility of building a service center at the 
site and sharing office space with County Parks & Recreation Staff who manage the property. The Slough 
provides a highly accessible and convenient location to teach, observe and learn about local ecology with 
minimal disturbance to the flora and fauna. 
 
How this helps meet the District’s 10-Year Strategic Plan:   
The South Florida Water Management District is part owner of the land making up the Six Mile Cypress Slough 
Preserve managed by Lee County Parks and Recreation. Six Mile Cypress Slough Preserve is a critical wetland 
system adjacent and convenient to urban population. The Center will attract, inspire and educate local citizens 
and tourists about wetlands and their roles in flood protection, water supply, preserving the environment and 
enhancing quality of life. The District will be recognized as a partner, and will have opportunities to provide 
materials and information.  Water Supply, Coastal Watersheds, and Land Stewardship are the programs most 
benefited by this project. 
 
Funding Source:  
The total project amount is approximately $2 million, of which the District's total contribution is $200,000, which 
is unbudgeted.  A budget transfer is being requested in the amount of $150,000 dedicated funds (WMLTF) and 
$50,000 ad valorem funds from Stormwater Management Division to the Lower West Coast Service Center:  
The remaining amount for this project will be contributed by Lee County and other local sponsors. 
 
This Board item impacts what areas of the District, both resource areas and geography:     
The Slough is located in the Estero Bay Watershed in the central Lee County area of Southwest Florida. This 
agreement will be administered by the Lower West Coast Service Center. 
 
What concerns could this Board item raise?  
Funding for this project will require a budget transfer which is being requested separately through the monthly 
Governing Board budget transfer request.   
 
 
Why should the Governing Board approve this item?   
The District owns much of the land within Six Mile Cypress Preserve.  District participation in funding the Center 
will reinforce recognition of the District as a leader in water resource education and natural resource 
management.  Throughout the development of the Six Mile Cypress Slough Preserve Interpretive Center, the 
County will continue to provide prominent name recognition of the District. 
 
Every Lee County public school student experiences a field trip at the Slough as part of a wetlands curriculum 
previously funded by the District.  The thousands of visitors to the Slough will learn the importance of wetlands 
at the Center.  The Center will provide offices, exhibits, educational opportunities and enhanced security for 
visitors to the Slough.   
 
If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to call me at ext. 6351. 
 
SCT/sm 
Attachment 


