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RESOLUTION NO. 2008- 
 

A RESOLUTION OF THE GOVERNING BOARD OF THE SOUTH 

FLORIDA WATER MANAGEMENT DISTRICT ADOPTING AN OPEN 

GOVERNMENT BILL OF RIGHTS;  PROVIDING FOR INCLUSION IN 

THE DISTRICT POLICY CODE; PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY; 

PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE. (CAROLYN WILLIAMS EXT. 6335) 
  

 WHEREAS, the Governing Board of the South Florida Water Management District has a 

longstanding commitment to the principle, as servants of the public, that  the District, its officers and 

employees must provide to the public  the most convenient and direct access to its meetings and its 

records; and 

WHEREAS, the Governing Board has determined that it is necessary, appropriate and in the 

public interest, consistent with the Governor’s Executive  Order No. 07-242, to adopt an Open 

Government Bill of Rights to formalize this commitment; and 

NOW  THEREFORE,  BE  IT  RESOLVED  by  the Governing Board of the South Florida 

Water Management District: 

Section 1.  The Governing Board of the South Florida Water Management District hereby 

adopts the following Open Government Bill of rights and directs that it be included in the District 

Policies Code: 
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Chapter 101 AGENCY ADMINISTRATION 

Article I. In General 
 
Section 101- 1  Open Government Bill of Rights. 26 
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(1) It is declared to be the policy of the South Florida Water Management District to guarantee 

that the right of access to District meetings and records is safeguarded and protected. In furtherance 

of this policy, the following rights of the public are established and confirmed: 

(a) The public is entitled to be treated with respect, courtesy, and professionalism. 

(b) A request to view, inspect or copy District records does not have to be made in writing unless 

a specific statute requires otherwise. In that case, the statute imposing such a requirement shall be 

cited. 

 (c) Receipt of all public record requests shall be acknowledged promptly and in good faith as 

required by Section 119.07(1)(b), Florida Statutes. 



 (d) Fees charged by the District for inspection and copying of records shall not exceed the 

amount authorized by Section 119.07(4), Florida Statutes, unless another amount is expressly 

authorized by law. In that case, the statute imposing such a requirement shall be cited. 

(e) A member of the public who has requested to review or copy records shall be furnished an 

itemized invoice of proposed fees or fees charged to fulfill the request. 

(f) The Governing Board of the District and the District’s officers and employees recognize and 

respect that access to the District’s public records and meetings are rights secured under sections 

119.07(1) and 286.011, Florida Statutes and Article 1, Section 24, Florida Constitution and shall  act 

to preserve and protect those rights. 
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(2) This Bill of Rights shall be conspicuously posted on the District’s website and at the District’s 

headquarters and service centers. 

Section 2.  Inclusion of Sections 1 of this resolution in the District Policy Code is 

authorized and directed. 
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Section 3.  If any section, subsection, subdivision, paragraph, sentence, clause or phrase 

of this resolution is for any reason held to be unconstitutional or invalid or ineffective by any court of 

competent jurisdiction, such decision shall not affect the validity or effectiveness of the remaining 

portions of this resolution.   
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Section 4.  This resolution shall take effect immediately on adoption.  18 
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PASSED and ADOPTED this ___ day of __________, 2008. 

 

SOUTH FLORIDA WATER MANAGEMENT 

DISTRICT, BY ITS GOVERNING BOARD 

By: 

_____________________________________ 

            Chairman                      

ATTEST 

__________________________ 

District Clerk      Approved as to form:     

BY: __________________________ 

        Office of Counsel 


