
 
 
 
 

M E M O R A N D U M 
 
TO:  Governing Board Members 
 
FROM: Ernie Barnett, Director, Office of Policy and Legislation 
 
DATE:  April 9, 2007 
 
SUBJECT: Okeechobee County East-West Stormwater Conveyance (Contract No. 4600000763) 
 
Background:  The objectives of this project are to provide enhanced stormwater management capability 
and water quality improvement for the southwestern portions of the City of Okeechobee and Okeechobee 
County. Okeechobee County was awarded $1.5 million in Hazard Mitigation Grant Program funding to 
construct a stormwater conveyance system from east to west through the City of Okeechobee and 
Okeechobee County.  This stormwater conveyance, which also is identified as a priority project in the 
Comprehensive Stormwater Master Plan developed in partnership with the District, will provide flood 
protection for areas of the City of Okeechobee where flooding has occurred in homes over two of the past 
three hurricane seasons.  An additional feature of this system will be water retention and water quality 
improvement on property currently owned by the Okeechobee Utility Authority.  Following water quality 
improvement, the water will be conveyed into the District’s Lemkin Creek Urban Water Storage and 
Treatment Facility before eventually making its way into the Rim Canal and Lake Okeechobee.  
Okeechobee County is within the South Central Florida Regional Area of Critical Economic Concern, as 
outlined by the Governor and Legislature.  
 
How does this item help meet the District’s 10 year strategic plan:  The implementation of this water 
quality and stormwater management project will support Lake Okeechobee and Estuary Recovery efforts, in 
addition to potential improvements to flood protection capabilities in this area. This is a major program and 
priority in the District’s 10 year strategic plan.   
 
Funding Source:  The District will provide $250,000 of ad valorem funding and Okeechobee County will 
provide contract management. 
 
This Board item impacts what areas of the District, both resource areas and geography:  This is a 
project that will impact Okeechobee County, the City of Okeechobee, Lemkin Creek, and Lake 
Okeechobee. 
 
What concerns could this Board item raise?  This assistance could be seen as the sole responsibility of 
local government and could set a precedent for other local governments to request increased assistance.  
Okeechobee County and the City of Okeechobee are designated rural areas of economic concern, and this 
assistance will benefit the water resources of South Florida. 
 
Why should the Governing Board approve this item?  The District and its partners are committed to 
supporting water quality, wetlands and floodplain restoration and water storage options for Lake 
Okeechobee.  The District also is committed to local government assistance, especially in designated areas 
of economic concern. This project will help Okeechobee County to achieve its goals of enhancing water 
quality and stormwater management. 
 
If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to call me at extension 2110. 
 
EB/mb 
  
Attachment:  Resolution 


