
 
 
 

M E M O R A N D U M 
 

 
TO:  Governing Board Members 
 
FROM: Chip Merriam, Deputy Executive Director, Water Resources  
 
DATE:  March 19, 2008 
 
SUBJECT: Memorandum of Agreement for Cost Share Agreement with Lee County to Fund 

a Study to Update the Halfway Creek Region of the South Lee County 
Watershed Plan, Contract 4600001359 

 
Background: On February 14, 2008, the Governing Board approved Permit Number 36-03802-
P for a highway widening project known as “I-75 Collier/Lee County Line North to Corkscrew 
Road/Segment B.” The permit includes installation of five 60-inch diameter culverts to convey 
surface water flows to accommodate a component of the South Lee County Watershed Plan 
(SLCWP) that was completed by the District in 1999. During the review of the application, 
concerns were expressed by adjacent property owners and other stakeholders regarding the 
additional flows through the proposed culverts. To alleviate these concerns, a special condition 
was added to the permit that requires an update to the Halfway Creek region of the SLCWP to 
verify and validate the findings and material assumptions. The special condition requires that 
the District and Lee County enter into an agreement to establish shared funding of the study. 
The study shall be completed by the District in consultation and cooperation with the County 
within fifteen months. The study will be implemented through the District’s General Engineering 
and Professional Services contract procedures. 
 
How this helps meet the District’s 10-Year Strategic Plan:  The culverts proposed under I-75 
are consistent with the SLCWP that was conducted to recommend improvements to reduce 
flooding and restore historic surface water flow characteristics in the region. The study update 
will incorporate recent development activity and verify and validate the proposed flows identified 
in the SLCWP. Verifying the appropriate flow under I-75 meets the District’s 10-Year Strategic 
Plan to decrease flood damages through flood management planning. 
 
Funding Source: A future budget amendment is required. 
 
This Board item impacts what areas of the District, both resource areas and geography: 
This agreement is administered by the Stormwater Improvement Division of the Environmental 
Resource Regulation Department.  The study update occurs in the Estero Bay Watershed of 
Lee County. 
 
What concerns could this Board item raise? None. 
 
Why should the Governing Board approve this item? Approval will ensure cost share 
funding (50/50) of the study update to verify appropriate flows under I-75 to reduce flooding 
impacts and restore historic surface water flow characteristics in the region. 
 
 
Staff Contact: Damon Meiers, Director, Stormwater Improvement Division 
 (561-682-6876) 


