
SOUTH FLORIDA WATER ~WANAGEMENT DISTRICT 
3301 Gun Club Road, West Palm Beach, Florida 33406 (561) 686-8800 FL WATS 1-800-432-2045 TDD (561) 697-2574 
Mailing Address: E 0. Box 24680, West Palm Beach, FL 33416-4680 wwwsfwmd.gov 

M E M O R A N D U M  

TO: Governing Board Members 

THROUGH: Kenneth G. Ammon, P.E., Deputy Executive Director, CERP 

FROM: 8 2ohn Dunnuck, Department Director, Land Management & Op;rations 

DATE: May 8,2006 

SUBJECT: Lease Agreement between the Trustees of the Internal lmprovement Trust 
Fund and the District and the Florida Department of Environmental 
Protection Division of Recreation and Parks. 

Recommendation: 
Staff recommends authorizing enterirrg into a fifty year lease agreement with the Board 
of Trustees of the Internal lmprovement Trust Fund of the State of Florida and the 
District, as Lessors, and the State of Florida Department of Environmental Protection, 
Division of Recreation and Parks, as Lessee, for the management of 5,380 acres, more 
or less, as part of the Allen David Broussard Catfish Creek Preserve State Park, in Polk 
County; providing an effective date. (Contract Number LS060958) 

Background: 
In 2002, the South Florida Water Management District (the "District") and the Trustees 
of the Internal lmprovement Trust Fund (the "Trustees") jointly acquired 5,380 acres, 
more or less, alorlg the south shore of Lake Hatchineha in Polk County as part of the 
Kissimmee Chain of Lakes Save Our Rivers Project. Approximately 1,564 acres were 
cleared and drained and have been in sod production for many years. The remaining 
3,816 acres remain mostly undisturbed and in their natural condition. The District is 
designing a hydrologic restoration project for the sod farm portion. The undisturbed 
area is directly adjacent to the Catfish Creek State Preserve, which is managed by the 
Florida Department of Environmental Protection ("DEP"), Division of Recreation and 
Parks. Under the terms of this agreement, the District and the Trustees will lease to 
DEP 3,816 acres to be incorporated into and managed as part of Catfish Creek State 
Preserve, at no cost to the District. 

How this helps meet the District's 10-year Strategic Plan: 
Increasing PI-~blic use opportunities and maximizing management partnerships are 
identified as strategies in the 10-year strategic plan for Land Stewardship. This lease 
agreement would further both strategies. 

Funding Source: 
There is no funding associated with this lease agreement. 
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This Board item impacts what areas of the District, both resource areas and 
geography: 
This lease agreement impacts 3,816 acres of Land Resources lands in the Upper Lakes 
region. 

What concerns could this Board item raise? 
With the approval of this lease agreement, the public use and resource management of 
the site will be conducted by the Florida Park Service under its r~~les,  regulations, 
operations, and procedures. 

Why should the Governing Board approve this item? 
This lease will reduce land management costs and increase opportunities for public use 
and access to the site. 


