
MEMORANDUM  
 
 

TO:   Governing Board Members  
 
FROM:  Chip Merriam, Deputy Executive Director, Water Resources  
 
DATE:  November 28, 2005  
 
SUBJECT:  Approve a Submittal to the Board of Trustees of the Internal 

Improvement Trust Fund of a Recommended Notice of Consolidated 
Intent to Issue an Environmental Resource Permit Modification for 
construction and operation of a 49-slip docking facility and approval of 
a lease of 49,245 square feet of Sovereign Submerged Lands and Letter 
of Consent Authorization for dredging waterward of the lease area for 
The Dunes, Application 041029-4 in Collier County.  

 
 Recommendation: 
 
Approve a Submittal to the Board of Trustees of the Internal Improvement Trust Fund (BOT) 
of a Recommended Notice of Consolidated Intent to Issue an environmental resource permit 
modification for construction and operation of a 49 slip docking facility, installation of riprap 
beneath the dock and dredging, approval of a lease of 49, 245 square feet of sovereign 
submerged lands and Letter of Consent Authorization for The Dunes Application 041029-4 in 
Collier County.  This Board action constitutes the Governing Board’s approval, but not 
issuance, of the ERP and recommendation to the Board of Trustees of the Internal 
Improvement Trust Fund to approve the sovereignty submerged lease (SSL), which together 
will encompass all of the proposed docking facility, riprap and dredging.  
 
BACKGROUND: 
 
The Dunes Dock project site is located along the east side of Vanderbilt Channel south of 
Water Turkey Bay and north of the Bluebill Avenue bridge in an area designated as Special 
Waters and therefore, Outstanding Florida Waters at the north end of Collier County.  
 
On August 12, 1999, the District issued an ERP to construct the surface water management 
system to serve a 188.56 acre residential development known as The Dunes. The 
authorization included construction of the condominiums and associated upland facilities. A 
dock was included in the initial application, but was subsequently removed from the plans.  
 
In 2002, The Dunes applied for an environmental resource permit modification to construct 
and operate a 49 slip docking facility in Application 020418-5.  That application was denied 
by the Governing Board in October 2004. The primary reason for the denial was the Board’s 
concerns about the length of boats anticipated to use the dock in that many of the slips were 
designed to accommodate vessels up to forty feet in length.  Further, by letter dated October 
1, 2004, the Department of Environmental Protection informed the District that the sovereign 
submerged lands application for The Dunes application is of heightened public concern and 
shall be reviewed by the BOT. 
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DISCUSSION 
 
In the current application, the applicant has modified the docking facility to eliminate the 40’ 
boat slips and to limit the facility to vessels no more than 35’ in length and to require bow-
first mooring in those slips oriented perpendicular to the dock to avoid potential disturbance 
to nearshore seagrasses. 
 
Staff held a public workshop in conjunction with the first dock application, Application 
020418-5.  At that time, the adjacent residents and other interested parties were concerned 
mostly about impacts to seagrasses, impacts to manatees, and navigational safety. The 
applicant has addressed concerns about seagrasses by making a number of project 
modifications to reduce and avoid adverse impacts to seagrasses and mangrove wetlands, 
including reducing the number of boat slips from an earlier proposal for 84 slips, reducing the 
vessel size expected to use the slips and using grated decking where the access pier passes 
over seagrasses.  To address manatee concerns, the District has included the special 
conditions recommended by FWC that requires the applicant to install manatee signage and 
educational displays and to implement manatee protection measures during construction in 
the permit. In addition, the project is located in an area that is designated as slow speed 
zone all year. The applicant has addressed navigational safety issues by limiting the draft of 
vessels using the dock to a maximum of 3’, restricting the dock to not extend more than 25% 
of the width of the waterbody as required by 18-21.004(4)(d), F.A.C. and by installing 
navigational lighting at the dock. Staff has scheduled a public meeting on November 29, 
2005 to receive public input on the current Application 041029-4.  
 
The staff report will be drafted as a Recommended Notice of Consolidated Intent to Issue.  
The Recommendation will then be transmitted to the BOT for action at its next regularly 
scheduled meeting.  
 
Staff Contacts: Anita Bain, Acting Director, Natural Resource Management Division 
(561) 682-6866  
 


