
M E M O R A N D U M 
 

 
TO:  Governing Board Members 
 
FROM: Kenneth G. Ammon, P.E., Deputy Executive Director,  
 Everglades Restoration Resource Area  
 
DATE: March 31, 2009 
 
SUBJECT: Compartment B Buildout Land Exchange and Cooperation Agreement  – 

Contract Number 4600001736 
 
 
Background:  
Under the proposed Land Exchange and Cooperation Agreement with Florida Power & 
Light (FPL), the District will convey 45 acres of District land to FPL for a switching 
station in exchange for obtaining flowage and canal easements on FPL land and a 
release of an FPL easement on District land within the Compartment B (South Buildout) 
Stormwater Treatment Area. The District will provide a replacement access easement to 
FPL’s transmission towers within the project area.  FPL will allow the excavation of a 
discharge canal for the future G-436 Pump Station through its easement area.  FPL will 
also raise the elevation of the 45 acres of land to an elevation of 12 ft NAVD in order for 
the Stormwater Treatment Area levee to be classified “low hazard.” The raising of three 
transmission towers within the project area due to future raised water levels anticipated 
from the operation of the expanded Stormwater Treatment Area will be the subject of a 
separate agreement with FPL to be presented to the Governing Board at a future date.   
 
How this helps meet the District’s 10-Year Strategic Plan: 
Compartment B STA is a component of the Everglades Protection Area Tributary 
Basins Long-Term Plan for Achieving Water Quality Goals, Revised Part 2 (LTP) which 
is included in the 10-Year Strategic Plan and the current Annual Plan.  Compartment B 
STA enables the District to achieve Everglades water quality standards as part of the 
implementation of the Long-Term Plan to ensure that all waters discharging into the 
Everglades Protection Area are in compliance with state water quality standards.   

The Land Exchange and Cooperation Agreement will allow the District to construct and 
operate the Compartment B STA, as designed, and for the parties to cooperate in their 
operations within the Project area. 

Funding Source:   
This Land Exchange Agreement includes a budget transfer(s) of dedicated funds 
(Everglades Trust Fund) from Acceler8 Program Support reserves to the EAA 
Compartment B STA project in an amount not to exceed $480,000 for bird discourager 
improvements to the towers and in an amount not to exceed $250,000 for blast 
monitoring and consultation that may be required for the Project. 



This Board item impacts what areas of the District, both resource areas and 
geography:  The Compartment B South Buildout Stormwater Treatment Area Project 
location is in southwestern Palm Beach County within the Everglades Agricultural Area 
(EAA) approximately three miles north of the Palm Beach and Broward county line on 
the east side of U.S. 27.  Staff from the Everglades Restoration Resource Area will 
manage the project. 
 
What concerns could this Board item raise? 
Prior to transferring 45 acres of land within Compartment B to FPL, the U.S. Fish & 
Wildlife Service must provide approval of a change of land use of the Talisman lands 
acquired with the 1996 Farm Bill funding.  The approval of this land use change will be 
provided once the 404 Clean Water Act permit is issued. 
 
Why should the Governing Board approve this item? 
The Land Exchange Agreement will allow the District to construct and operate the 
Compartment B project as designed. 
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