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RESOLUTION NO. 2006  ______ 
 

A RESOLUTION OF THE GOVERNING BOARD OF THE SOUTH 
FLORIDA WATER MANAGEMENT DISTRICT SUPPORTING GOVERNOR 
BUSH'S POSITION REGARDING THE STATE OF THE HERBERT 
HOOVER DIKE;  SUPPORTING A REQUEST FOR FEDERAL FUNDING 
TO ACCELERATE REPAIRS AND REHABILITATION OF THE HERBERT 
HOOVER DIKE THROUGH EXPEDITIOUS ENACTMENT OF THE WATER 
RESOURCES DEVELOPMENT ACT OR SOME OTHER MECHANISM; 
PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE 

 

 WHEREAS, following two seasons of heavy seasonal rainfall and multiple 

hurricanes, the Governing Board of the South Florida Water Management District 

commissioned an independent, expert review panel to evaluate all U.S. Army Corps of 

Engineers documents concerning the structural integrity of the 140 mile-long Herbert 

Hoover Dike surrounding Lake Okeechobee; and 

 WHEREAS, three widely recognized experts in dam safety and geotechnical 

analysis evaluated new storm data about the lake and assessed the dike’s integrity and 

prepared a report of their findings and recommendations entitled Report of Expert Review 

Panel Technical Evaluation of Herbert Hoover Dike Lake Okeechobee, Florida; and   

 WHEREAS, the overarching conclusion of the Report is that the current condition of 

Herbert Hoover Dike poses a grave and imminent danger to the people and the 

environment of South Florida; and 

 WHEREAS, Herbert Hoover Dike, as authorized by the United States Congress, 

was authorized as a levee, with water levels at or near the landside natural ground level 

except during high rainfall periods but was not designed and built to the high standards 

applied to impoundment dams and from an engineering standpoint, levees have 

traditionally been viewed as only temporarily retaining water during relatively brief flood 

stages, whereas dams retain a permanent storage pool; and   

 WHEREAS, only very recently (2005) has Herbert Hoover Dike been formally 

acknowledged as a dam by its inclusion in the National Inventory of Dams; and 



 WHEREAS, Herbert Hoover Dike, as constructed today, does not meet current dam 

safety criteria; and  
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WHEREAS, of primary concern is seepage-related erosion because remedial 

repairs are made by the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers as erosion sites are found; 

however, ongoing erosion is impacting the dike’s structural integrity, which,  if not 

addressed, will increase the likelihood of multiple breaches; and 

 WHEREAS, the current repairs and repair timeline are not adequate to address the 

seepage problems or to ensure stability of the dike; and  

 WHEREAS, internal erosion due to seepage increases when the lake level is high 

and when wind-driven waves impact the dike’s earthen structures. In 2004 and 2005, high 

rainfall and hurricanes produced both of these conditions; and 

 WHEREAS, the report included a number of recommendations to address these 

issues; and 

 WHEREAS, upon receipt of the report, the Governor of the State of Florida advised 

the Army Corps of Engineers of his position regarding the condition of the Herbert Hoover 

Dike and measures that should be considered to address those concerns. 

 

  NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE GOVERNING BOARD OF THE 
SOUTH FLORIDA WATER MANAGEMENT DISTRICT: 

 

Section 1. The Governing Board of the South Florida Water Management District 

hereby supports the position of the Governor of the State of Florida as set forth in his April 

28, 2006 letter attached as Attachment A.  
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Section 2. The Governing Board of the South Florida Water Management District 

hereby supports a request for federal funding to accelerate the repair and rehabilitation of 

the Herbert Hoover Dike through expeditious enactment of the Water Resources 

Development Act or some other mechanism.  
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Section 3. A copy of the Report of Expert Review Panel Technical Evaluation of Herbert 

Hoover Dike Lake Okeechobee, Florida is attached as Attachment A to this resolution.   
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Section 4. This resolution shall take effect immediately upon adoption. 30 



PASSED and ADOPTED this ___ day of  __________, 2006. 1 
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SOUTH FLORIDA WATER MANAGEMENT 
DISTRICT, BY ITS GOVERNING BOARD 

 

By: ____________________________________ 

             Chair 

ATTEST: 

 

__________________________ 

District Clerk      Approved as to form:    

 

  (District Seal)     BY: __________________________ 

 Office of Counsel  
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