
M E M O R A N D U M 
 

 
TO:  Governing Board Members 
 
FROM: Chip Merriam, Deputy Executive Director, Water Resources  
 
DATE: October 2, 2006 
 
SUBJECT: Request to the Florida Department of Environmental Protection  

for the Release of $25,000,000 from the General Revenue Fund  
for Lake Okeechobee Restoration – SA1825 

 
Background:  
In response to demands of Florida citizens, water resource needs, and legislative 
directives and funding opportunities, the District developed the Lake Okeechobee and 
Estuary Recovery Plan for rapid implementation to provide meaningful and measurable 
water quality improvement to Lake Okeechobee.  Included in this plan are a series of 
capital projects known collectively as the Lake Okeechobee Fast Track (LOFT) 
Projects. 
 
The 2006 Legislature, through Senate Bill 2700, State Appropriation Number 1825, 
provides $25,000,000 for Lake Okeechobee Restoration. This funding would provide 
state financial assistance for planning, design, and construction for the following 
components under the LOFT Project:   
 
Nubbin Slough STA Expansion – this proposed 500-acre STA facility is currently in the 
design phase.  It will be located to the north and east of the Critical Project STA at the 
New Palm Dairy Site.  This project is scheduled for completion in 2008. 
 
Taylor Creek Reservoir – this planned 4,000-acre storage facility is being considered by 
the Lake Okeechobee Watershed Project for a possible location at the Grassy Island 
Ranch site.  This project is scheduled for completion in 2010. 
 
Lakeside Ranch STA – this planned 2,700-acre treatment facility is also being 
considered by the Lake Okeechobee Project for a possible location at the Lakeside 
Ranch location in the S-135 sub-basin.  This STA is intended to serve as a single, large 
regional treatment facility that will treat flows from the entire basin (S-133, S-191, and S-
135 sub-basins).  This project is scheduled for completion in 2010.  
 
Rerouting of S-133 & S-191 Sub-basin flows to S-135 Sub-basin – this proposed 
operational change, being planned for under the Lake Okeechobee Watershed Project, 
is intended to divert flow from S-133 and S-191 sub-basins for treatment at the 
proposed regional treatment facility at Lakeside Ranch.   This project is scheduled for 
completion in 2010. 
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Rerouting of flow from S-154 Sub-basin to S-135 Sub-basin – this management 
measure is being proposed under the LOFT Project umbrella and will allow flows from 
the S-154 sub-basin to be diverted to the S-135 basin for treatment at the proposed 
Lakeside Ranch STA.  This project is scheduled for completion in 2010. 
 
The attached resolution requests the release of these funds, in accordance with the 
provisions in §373.501(2). 
 
How this helps meet the District’s 10-Year Strategic Plan: This funding supports the 
District’s strategic priorities for Lake Okeechobee by providing additional state financial 
assistance to address problems of excessive nutrient loading and extreme high and low 
waters levels in Lake Okeechobee and its watershed. 
 
Funding Source:  The $25,000,000 in dedicated funds (Lake Okeechobee Trust Fund) 
is currently budgeted in Managerial Reserves. 
 
This Board item impacts what areas of the District, both resource areas and 
geography: This item impacts the Office of Acceler8 and the Lake Okeechobee 
Division.  The LOFT Projects are located within the Lake Okeechobee Watershed and 
the Taylor Creek/Nubbin Slough Basin of Okeechobee and Martin Counties.  
 
What concerns could this Board item raise? Ongoing legislative funding assistance 
may be requested to provide further financial assistance for the LOFT Projects.  The 
District will continue to work with the Florida Department of Environmental Protection to 
secure additional legislative funding. 
 
Why should the Governing Board approve this item? Approval will provide the 
LOFT Projects with additional state financial assistance for rapid implementation to 
provide meaningful and measurable water quality improvement to Lake Okeechobee.   
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