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In 2007, the Florida Legislature expanded the Lake Okeechobee Protection
Act to include protection and restoration of the Lake Okeechobee
watershed and the Caloosahatchee and St. Lucie estuaries. Last year, the
Lake Okeechobee Watershed Construction Project Phase Il Technical Plan
was completed and submitted to the Florida Legislature in February of last

year.

An additional requirement of the 2007 legislation was to develop the St.
Lucie River and Caloosahatchee River Watershed Protection Plans and
submit the plans to the Legislature by January 1, 2009. Immediately upon
completion of the Lake Okeechobee Phase Il Technical Plan, staff
embarked upon the development of these two new River Watershed

Protection Plans.

Temperince Morgan led the interdepartmental team of planners, engineers,
scientists, hydrologic modelers and other technical disciplines responsible

for the development of these two Watershed Protection Plans.

An important part of this successful planning process was the formation of
an interagency team for each plan which provided important agency input
in the planning process. The team also provided briefings and received
public input through the Water Resources Advisory Committee and its Lake
Okeechobee Subcommittee. Both Watershed Protection Plans were
formulated, drafted, publicly reviewed and completed meeting the January

1, 2009 legislative deadline.



