
M E M O R A N D U M 
 

 
TO:  Governing Board Members 
 
FROM: Sheryl G. Wood, General Counsel 
 
DATE: April 29, 2008 
 
SUBJECT: Action Required 
  Authorization to file suit— 

Simone Properties, Inc., Thanya Williams, Horace McDonald, 
Jermaine Bowen, Beatrice Sibblies, Cleavlan Shields, and all other 
appropriate parties – Enforcement Action for a Portion of Property 
Located at Section 6 – Township 35 S – Range 35 E. Okeechobee 
County 

 
 
Background 
This matter involves the unpermitted and unauthorized construction of a road and 
other works for road construction without a permit for a portion of the property 
located at Section 6, Township 35 South, Range 35 East, in Okeechobee 
County. 
 
On or about early 2004 Simone Properties, Inc. aided and/or assisted in the 
construction of unpermitted works as well as excavating, filling and grading for 
road construction, without a permit.  Simone Properties, Inc. subsequently 
transferred ownership of the property to Thanya Williams, Horace McDonald, 
Jermaine Bowen, Beatrice Sibblies, Cleavlan Shields (the “subsequent 
landowners”).  The District issued a Notice of Violation for Simone Properties and 
subsequent landowners, as well as a Settlement Letter and a Pre-Litigation 
Demand Letter for the subsequent landowners.  As of the date of this 
memorandum, numerous attempts to resolve this matter have been unsuccessful 
with Simone Properties, Inc. and the subsequent landowners. 
 
How this helps meet the District’s 10 year Strategic Plan 
This effort directly supports the District’s land resources mission. 
 
Funding Source 
This litigation will be handled by the District’s Office of Counsel. Any costs 
associated with this litigation will be paid from budgeted ad valorem funds. 
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This Board item impacts what areas of the District, both resource areas and 
geography? 
The subject property is located in Okeechobee County and impacts wetlands 
through the unpermitted works affecting the District conservation and 
management of wetlands. 
 
What concerns could this Board item raise? 
If this matter is not resolved, the unauthorized and unpermitted clearing of 
wetlands and its adverse impacts and/or construction will continue. 
 
Why should the Governing Board approve this item? 
The Governing Board should approve this item to enjoin and/or remedy the 
unpermitted works and alterations of wetlands without a permit and take 
appropriate action against all responsible parties. 
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