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Matahel Ansar is being recognized for his exceptionally hard work and 

positive results achieved in a litigation case, Morris et. al v. SFWMD.  

 
Plaintiffs had brought an inverse condemnation action, alleging the District 

failed to maintain a culvert on the L-8 canal, causing substantial amounts of 

water to flow onto their property, resulting in damages from a standing water 

condition.  Plaintiffs claimed damages in the approximate amount of 

$275,000, with perhaps another $100,000 in fees and costs. 

 
Matahel took responsibility for looking at the subsurface and surface flow of 

the water in that area in an attempt to disprove the Plaintiffs’ theory that water 

flowed from the L-8 culvert onto the Plaintiffs’ property.  He met with District 

counsel on several occasions to understand the legal theories of the case, as 

well as pertinent facts.  This was followed up with an extensive site visit to the 

Plaintiffs’ property and the surrounding properties.  Matahel was also aware 

the District had advanced mapping data for the region, utilizing a technique 

known as LIDAR, that measured surface elevation with laser in the same 

manner RADAR uses radio waves. 

 
Using the information gathered through analysis, the site visit, the hydrology 

and geology of the area, Matahel was able to support his opinion that the 

District could not have caused the damage claimed by the Plaintiffs.  Counsel 

for the Plaintiff deposed Matahel on his opinions.  Shortly thereafter, Plaintiffs, 

for the first time, contacted the District and offered to settle the case not for 

the approximate $375,000 sought, but for the total sum of $20,000. 

 
 


