
 MEMORANDUM 
 
 
TO:  Governing Board Members 
 
FROM: Sheryl Wood, General Counsel 
 
DATE:  January 23, 2006 

 
SUBJECT: Settlement of Condemnation Action - Tract Nos. 003-774, 777, and 785 
  THEODORE PAUL and SAMANTHA PAUL a/k/a SAMANTHA 

CADENHEAD 
 
Background: 
Case Name: SFWMD v. CAMILLE B. SNYDER, et al., Case No.: 04-CA-1334 

• Type of Case:  Eminent Domain 
• District Project Name: Critical CREW (Corkscrew Regional Ecosystem Watershed) 

Project 
  
How this helps meet the District’s 10 Year Strategic Plan: 
Land acquisition, as a part of the Critical CREW Project, is essential and will enhance 
flood control/protection, water supply and environmental restoration. 
 
Funding Source: 
We have been advised by the Land Resource Department that this settlement is funded 
using Florida Forever Trust Fund and District Ad Valorem funding.  
 
This Board item impacts what areas of the District, both resource areas and 
geography: 
The proposed settlement provides for the acquisition of 78 acres, at a value of 
$3,000,000.00 (37% over the appraised value of $2,190,000.00), located within the 
designated boundaries of the Critical CREW (Southern Corkscrew Regional Ecosystem 
Watershed) Project, Lee County, Florida, and the payment of attorney’s fees in the amount 
of $550,000.00, based upon a stipulated reduction from the statutory schedule (saving the 
District $85,680.00), and $14,666.00, in experts’ fees and costs, based upon a stipulated 
reduction from the actual costs (saving the District $20,934.00).  
 
What concerns could this Board item raise? 
Terms of the settlement are consistent with previous settlements for parcels within the 
project and within the guidelines provided by the Governing Board. 
 
Why should the Governing Board approve this item? 
This settlement resolves all claims for compensation from the District and a jury trial will no 
longer be needed, avoiding the District’s expenditure of additional tax payer dollars to not 
only pay the District’s costs associated with litigation, but also those attorney fees and 
costs of the property owner. 
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