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TO:  Governing Board Members 
 
FROM: Kenneth G. Ammon, P.E., Deputy Executive Director, CERP  
 
DATE: April 30, 2007 
 
SUBJECT: Florida Department of Environmental Protection Employee Interchange 

Agreement – Contract 4600000843 
 
 
Background: 
Pursuant to Chapter 373.1502 F.S. the Florida Department of Environmental Protection 
(FDEP) is required to impose permit fees for the review and processing of CERP 
permits.  In 2005, the District entered into a contractual agreement with FDEP to 
provide funding for FDEP staff support in processing CERP project permits.  Now that 
the existing agreement is due to expire, this new agreement will continue that level of 
dedicated FDEP permit staff involvement during the planning, project development, and 
permit application review processes, so that final FDEP reviews and authorizations do 
not delay the District’s project implementation, construction, and operation plans and 
schedules. 
 
How this helps meet the District’s 10-Year Strategic Plan: 
This dedicated FDEP staffing support during the planning, project development, and 
permit application review processes of CERP projects will ensure that the necessary 
final FDEP reviews and authorizations are conducted timely and in line with the 
District’s Strategic Plan, including project implementation, construction, and operation 
plans and schedules.  Additionally, FDEP staff members are helping to expedite permit 
application reviews that support the Lake Okeechobee Protection Program and 
Everglades Program.  
 
Funding Source:   This is a two-year contract with the Florida Department of 
Environmental Protection for staff support to review and process District permit 
applications in the not-to-exceed amount of $615,000 for which dedicated funds 
(Comprehensive Everglades Restoration Plan Fund and Everglades Restoration Trust 
Fund) in the amount of $100,000 are available and the remainder is subject to 
Governing Board approval of the FY08-FY09 budgets; providing an effective date.  
(Contract Number 4600000843)  (John Mitnik, ext. 4014) 
 
  
 



This Board item impacts what areas of the District, both resource areas and 
geography: This agreement impacts the CERP Resource Area as well as the Water 
Resource Management Resource Area’s Lake Okeechobee Protection Program, the 
Everglades Program and the Acceler8 Program.  Staff from the CERP Acceler8 Office 
will manage the contract. 
 
What concerns could this Board item raise? The Governing Board could be 
concerned that the District is funding external agency staff to review and process 
District permit applications.  However, this arrangement has proven to be cost-effective 
as well as expeditious in support of the District’s Strategic Plan. 
 
Why should the Governing Board approve this item? Approval of this item will 
ensure that final FDEP reviews and authorizations are conducted in a timely manner to 
prevent potential delays in the District’s project implementation, construction, and 
operation plans and schedules.  If this agreement is not approved, the District will not 
have dedicated FDEP review staff and will be required to provide FDEP direct payment 
of permit application fees resulting in delays of permit processing and an overall 
increased cost to the District. 
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