
2007 Team of the Year 
 

Lake Okeechobee Shoreline Muck Removal Team 
 
 

 
The Lake Okeechobee Shoreline Muck Removal Team is a group of 

employees from many disciplines and various departments throughout 

the District. 

 

I will read all of their names, although not all employees could be here 

today because of the important work they are performing out in the 

field: 

From The West Palm Beach Campus and Our Service Centers:  

 

Missie Barletto Wayne Blythe 

Mike Curley Ronda Gallo 

William Giammarco Candida Heater 

Bob Kukleski Johanna Labrada 

Jay Mall Don Nuelle 

Sam Palermo Gary Ritter 

Odi Villapando  

 

From the Clewiston Field Station: 
 

John Brown Johnnie C. Brown 

Lloyd Brown David Davis 

Norman Holligan Tommy Horace 

Shawn McConniel David Rudd 



Kenneth Wilcher  
 
From the Ft. Lauderdale Field Station: 
 

 James Catalano Richard Dulaney 
 
 
From the Homestead Field Station: 
 

Thomas Cox Alfred Griffin 

Michael Motta  
 
 
From the Kissimmee Field Station: 
 

Terry Dudley Mike Mann 
 
 
From the Okeechobee Field Station: 
 

Karl Baker Mike Bast 

Rick Berglund Donald Boney 

Frank Bradley Chad Burnsed 

James Commings Gene Cooper 

Jerry Cope Tom DeBold 

Brian Edwards Michael Farmer 

Jim Haggard Robert Hancock 

Jimmy Howell Thomas Herring 

Larry Jacobs Gregory Hoyle 

Travis McElroy Robert Lamb 

Gerry Mixon Kent Mills 

Derek Persaud Ronald Mixon 



Carl Poorbaugh Wayne Place 

Malcolm Rogers Jr. Roscoe Prescott Jr.   

Henry Scott III Charlie Roup 

Jose Viamontes Jeb Stokes 

 Rocky Wise 
 
 
From the West Palm Beach Field Station: 
 

John Burns  
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In May of 2007, the Governing Board of the South Florida Water 

Management District authorized the expenditure of $11.3 million for the 

removal of exposed muck soils from the shoreline of Lake 

Okeechobee. Over the intervening period of only two month, a team of 

district staff had written and executed two contracts for earth moving 

services, received permits for this activity at two separate sites, 

carefully monitored these contracts which resulted in the removal of 

about 1.9 million cubic yards of muck, tested the quality of the muck, 

and responded to untold numbers of inquiries regarding this work from 

news organizations and other interested parties from all over the 

country.  
 

This was a remarkable effort. Virtually every work unit of the District 

was involved in one was or another. Each performed their part like 

clock work and they did their part extremely well.  

 


