
 M E M O R A N D U M 
 
TO:  Governing Board Members 
 
FROM: Terrie Bates, Director, Water Resources Division 
 
DATE:  July 12, 2012 
 
SUBJECT: Cooperative Agreement with the Florida Fish & Wildlife Conservation 

Commission to Conduct Permit-Mandated Fish Sampling  
 
Background: The purpose of this cooperative agreement with FWC is to collect fish at 
Stormwater Treatment Areas (STA)-1E, STA-2, STA-3/4, STA-5/6, Taylor Creek STA, Nubbin 
Slough STA, Lakeside Ranch STA, Biscayne Bay Coastal Wetlands, C-111 Western Features, 
Picayune Strand Restoration Project, L8 Reservoir, and the Everglades Protection Area (EPA).  
Data from this fish collection will be used to quantify mercury bioaccumulation. This is an on-
going monitoring project; the existing contract expires September 30, 2012. Monitoring of 
mercury residues in fish is mandated by State and Federal operational and discharge permits 
for the Everglades Construction Project, Non-Everglades Construction Project, Northern 
Everglades and Estuaries Protection Program, and Comprehensive Everglades Restoration 
Plan (CERP) Regulation Act. 
 
How this helps meet the District’s 10 Year Strategic Plan: This project supports four 
programs: District Everglades, CERP, Lake Okeechobee, and Modeling & Scientific Support. 
The services provided by this contract are essential to meeting permit-mandated monitoring and 
assessing changes in ecology that may occur in response to changes in water quality from the 
operation of STAs and other District projects constructed for Everglades restoration. 
 
Funding Source: This is a five-year cooperative agreement not to exceed $294,300, of which 
$61,860 is subject to Governing Board approval of the FY13 budget. FY13 funding sources are 
the District Fund ($22,860), Everglades Restoration Trust State Revenue Fund ($12,000), 
Okeechobee Basin Grant Management Fund ($6,000), Lake Okeechobee Capital Projects Fund 
($6,000), CERP General Fund ($12,000), and Big Cypress Basin Ad Valorem Fund ($3,000).  
FY14-FY17 funding is also subject to Governing Board approval.  
 
This Board item impacts what areas of the District, both resource areas and geography: 
The Water Quality Monitoring Section of the Water Quality Bureau will oversee this contract.  
Monitoring will occur at STAs, Biscayne Bay Coastal Wetlands, C-111 Western Features, 
Picayune Strand Restoration Project, L8 Reservoir, and the EPA. 
 
What concerns could this Board item raise? Mercury remains one of the major water quality 
concerns for Everglades restoration.  Elevated mercury concentrations are responsible for about 
1 million acres of the EPA being under an advisory for fish consumption.  Fish monitoring is 
required in order to ensure that restoration projects will not create a mercury problem within the 
project footprint nor intensify the Everglades mercury issue within the EPA. 
 
Why should the Governing Board approve this item? This is legally mandated monitoring.  
The District will be out of permit compliance if this monitoring is not performed.  
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