
MEMORANDUM
 

TO:  Governing Board Members 
 
FROM: Chip Merriam, Deputy Executive Director, Water Resources  
 
DATE:  May 14, 2007 
 
SUBJECT: Approve the modification and renewal of Water Use Permit 53-00126-W (Application 

Number 051215-17) for Polk County Utilities with an increase in demands and a 20-year 
duration. 

 
RECOMMENDATION
Staff recommends approval of the modification and renewal of Water Use Permit 53-00126-W, Polk 
County Utilities, to withdraw the proposed allocation of 1,825 million gallons per year (MGY), which 
equates to 5.0 million gallons per day (MGD) with a 20-year duration.  Additional demands beyond 2013 
must be met by alternative water supply projects. 
 
BACKGROUND
The South Florida, St. Johns River, and Southwest Florida Water Management Districts have jointly 
concluded through planning and regulatory actions that growth in public water supply demands over the 
next 20 years in central Florida is not sustainable using traditional groundwater sources.  In response, 
the three water management districts developed the Central Florida Coordination Area (CFCA) Action 
Plan.  A main goal of the plan is to limit withdrawal of water from traditional groundwater sources to the 
amount needed to meet demands projected through the year 2013, with subsequent demands met 
through the development and implementation of alternative water supply projects.  All three water 
management districts have initiated rule development to require permittees to develop alternative water 
sources to meet demands after 2013. 
 
Within the South Florida Water Management District’s portion of the CFCA, there are five large utilities 
that provide public water supply for most of the area (Orange County Utilities, Toho Water Authority, City 
of St. Cloud, Polk County Utilities, and Reedy Creek Improvement District).  All five of these utilities have 
submitted applications to renew their permits, and all five applications were evaluated for consistency 
with the CFCA action plan.  All five applications are being presented to the Board at the same time, and 
all five are required to develop specific alternative water supply projects to meet increased demands after 
the year 2013. 
 
PURPOSE
The purpose of this application is to renew and modify the existing Water Use Permit 53-00126-W for 
Public Water Supply for Polk County Utilities for a 20-year duration, requiring the development and 
implementation of specific alternative water supply projects to meet increased demands after the year 
2013. 
 
ISSUES 
Groundwater modeling submitted by the applicant indicates there are wetland impacts associated with 
cumulative withdrawals in the central Florida area.  There are areas of existing harm caused by historic 
withdrawals, as well as proposed harm attributed to the increased (future) withdrawals.  The five utilities, 
working cooperatively, have agreed to a plan to mitigate existing and anticipated harm, and have also 
agreed to an extensive regional monitoring program to identify and mitigate any unanticipated harm. 
 
 
Staff Contact: Keith Smith, Deputy Director, Water Supply Department 
   Phone (561)682-6620 
 


