
M E M O R A N D U M 
 
 
TO:  Governing Board Members 
 
FROM: Terrie Bates, Director, Water Resources Division 
 
DATE:  December 15, 2011 
 
SUBJECT: Lower Floridan Aquifer Well Construction Contract – Contract Number 

4600002572 
 
Background:  Traditional water supplies such as the Upper Floridan Aquifer in the Kissimmee 
Basin are limited and are unable to provide for future growth and economic development.  
Therefore, alternative water supplies such as the Lower Floridan Aquifer are being investigated 
for potential implementation by public water supply utilities to meet future water demands. 
Uncertainty about the Lower Floridan Aquifer including its productivity, water quality, and degree 
of connection to shallower aquifers is a major impediment to broader consideration of this 
resource to meet future water demands.  Towards that end, a multi-year, 5-site investigation of 
the Lower Floridan Aquifer was designed and is being implemented to address these 
uncertainties.  This contract is for construction and testing of two (2) Lower Floridan Aquifer 
wells at Site C in Osceola County (see attached maps as Exhibit A) and is designed to evaluate 
this aquifer for water supply potential associated with the Central Florida Water Initiative 
(CFWI). 
 
How this helps meet the District’s 10-year Strategic Plan:  
The purpose of this project is to evaluate the Lower Floridan Aquifer as an alternative water 
supply source to meet the water supply planning objectives of the District as outlined in the 
SFWMD’s 10-year Strategic Plan. 
 
Funding Source: Ad valorem funding for Fiscal Year 2012 is designated for this contract in the 
amount of $888,236., with an overall budgeted amount of $1,755,665. 
 
This Board item impacts what areas of the District, both resource areas and geography: 
Geographically, this item impacts the entire Kissimmee Basin, but particularly the Central 
Florida Water Initiative (CFWI) area. The project is within the Water Resources Division, with 
assistance from the Engineering and Construction Bureau. 
 
What concerns could this Board item raise? If this contract is not approved, we will not have 
sufficient information to evaluate the Lower Floridan Aquifer as an alternative water supply 
source to make informed decisions about meeting future water demands in the area. 
 
Why should the Governing Board approve this item? Withdrawals from the Upper Floridan 
Aquifer in the CFWI area have resulted in impacts to natural systems including springs, lakes, 
and wetlands. Alternative water supply sources need to be explored via water resource 
development projects, which is the responsibility of the water management districts per statute 
to include "collection and evaluation of surface water and groundwater data" and "related 
technical assistance to local governments and to government-owned and privately owned water 
utilities" per Ch. 373.019(22) Florida Statutes (F.S.). 
 
Staff Contact – Peter J. Kwiatkowski, P.G., Section Administrator, Resource Evaluation, ext. 
2547. 


