
 
 
 

M E M O R A N D U M 
 
 
TO:  Governing Board Members 
 
FROM: Chip Merriam 
 
DATE: June 23, 2009 
 
SUBJECT: Authorization to modify Consent Agreement concerning City of Stuart 

wellfield operation (Martin County)
 
Background 
The City of Stuart (“City”) is a municipality of the State of Florida, with its principal 
office located at 121 S.W. Flagler Street, Stuart, Martin County, Florida. The City is 
permitted under Water Use Permit No. 50-02120-W (“Permit”) to withdraw water from 
the Surficial aquifer for public water supply use.  On October 17, 1994, the City and 
South Florida Water Management District (“District”) entered into Consent Agreement 
No. SFWMD 94-93-CO-WU.  The Consent Agreement was incorporated by reference 
into the City’s Permit, which was issued by the District on May 10, 2001.   
 
The Consent Agreement required the City to implement a wellfield operation plan 
approved by the Florida Department of Environmental Protection (“FDEP”), a 
mitigation plan, and imposed monitoring requirements to remediate pollution of the 
Surficial aquifer located in close proximity to the City’s wellfield.  The Consent 
Agreement authorized the City to withdraw water at specified rates from Well Nos. 1 
through 15 until such time as the District receives written confirmation from FDEP of 
completion of the Feasibility Study/Remediation Action Plan (“FS/RAP”).   
 
On or about January 28, 2005, the City submitted a water use permit application 
(Application No. 050128-14) to renew and modify its Permit.  The City is seeking to 
modify the wellfield operation plan for Well Nos. 1 through 15 as well as increase its 
Surficial aquifer allocation.  The City has informed the District that the revised wellfield 
operation plan was approved by FDEP and is consistent with the FS/RAP.  The 
Consent Agreement requires modification in order to revise the wellfield operation plan.  
The modification of the Consent Agreement will be incorporated as a limiting condition 
of the renewed and modified permit when the District acts upon Application No. 050128-
14.  
 
How this helps meet the District’s 10-year Strategic Plan:  The District is authorized 
to implement regulatory recommendations to ensure that proposed and modified uses 
are reasonable-beneficial, will not interfere with any presently existing legal users, and 
are consistent with the public interest. 
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Funding Source:  There are no funding needs associated with the proposed 
modification of the Consent Agreement 
 
This Board item impacts what areas of the District, both resource areas and 
geography:  This item impacts the Surficial aquifer in the vicinity of the City’s wellfield 
in Martin County, Florida. 
 
What concerns could this Board item raise?  This modification of the Consent 
Agreement is limited to modifying the City’s wellfield operation plan and does not affect 
the other requirements for remediation under the Consent Agreement.  
 
Why should the Governing Board approve this item? 
The City of Stuart will continue to implement the remediation of volatile organic 
compound contaminants from the Surficial aquifer through operation of its Public Water 
Supply Well Nos. 1 through 15 and the City's VOC Treatment System.   
 
Contact: Jim Harmon, Director, Water Use Regulation Division 
  (561) 682-6777 
 
 
 
























