September 2009 Employee of the Month
Brian Garrett, Staff Environmental Scientist — STA Management Division

Watershed Management Department

For over ten years, Brian has been part of a team of scientists working on
monitoring the effects of STA discharge into the downstream areas, such
as, WCA-2A and the Rotenberger Wildlife Management Area (RWMA). He
co-authored a report on WCA-2A Hydropattern Restoration after two
previous iterations of the report by previous authors. His efforts to supply
all needed information to comply with permitting requirements for STA
Compartments B and C projects have been praised by his colleagues

within and outside the STA Management Division.

He was the lead author of a very comprehensive plant inventory list for the
RWMA, showing plant community changes with changing hydrologic
condition in the area. Most recently, coordinating with the Florida
Department of Environmental Protection and the Florida Fish and Wildlife
Commission (FFWC), Brian has co-led an effort to update and enhance the
Rotenberger Operation Plan to ensure that this area’s hydropattern is
improved and balanced for its key components and functional use. In

addition, Brian initiated an effort to restore some tree islands in the RWMA.

Despite his busy schedule, he also accepted to manage a project that
would potentially quantify avifauna lift of the STAs. Although this project,
which started in early FY08, is not yet completed, initial findings clearly
demonstrate the benefits of the STAs as habitat to various birds and

wildlife.



