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RESOLUTION NO. 2010 -    
 

A RESOLUTION OF THE GOVERNING BOARD OF THE SOUTH FLORIDA WATER 
MANAGEMENT DISTRICT AUTHORIZING, IN SETTLEMENT OF IMMINENT 
CONDEMNATION ACTION BY FLORIDA GAS TRANSMISSION COMPANY, LLC, 
AGAINST THE SOUTH FLORIDA WATER MANAGEMENT DISTRICT, THE GRANTING OF 
PERMANENT NATURAL GAS TRANSMISSION PIPELINE EASEMENTS AND 
TEMPORARY CONSTRUCTION AND ACCESS EASEMENTS OVER PORTIONS OF THE 
KISSIMMEE RIVER PROJECT, THE LAKE OKEECHOBEE WATER RETENTION & 
PHOSPHOROUS REMOVAL CRITICAL RESTORATION PROJECT AND THE INDIAN 
RIVER LAGOON-SOUTH  PROJECT  COMPRISING 37.498 ACRES, MORE OR LESS, 
LOCATED IN HIGHLANDS, OKEECHOBEE AND MARTIN COUNTIES FOR THE 
APPRAISED VALUE OF $163,640; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE. 

 
 WHEREAS, Florida Gas Transmission Company, LLC, (“FGT) is constructing a below ground 

pipeline project to provide natural gas transmission to markets in southern Florida pursuant to 

authorization from the Federal Energy Regulation Commission under 15 USC 717; and  

 WHEREAS, FGT is authorized by Section 361.05, Florida Statutes, to utilize eminent domain 

to acquire properties for its pipeline, pursuant to Chapters 73, 74 and 361, Florida Statutes; and 

 WHEREAS, on January 19 and 21, 2010, FGT notified the District that it intended to use 

eminent domain to acquire certain interests in District-owned properties for its pipeline; and 

 WHEREAS, pursuant to 73.015, Florida Statutes, the District and FGT have engaged in pre-

suit negotiation in an attempt to settle the imminent condemnation action; and  

 WHEREAS, the District has considered the public benefit provided by the District’s interest in 

the subject property and has concluded that granting temporary construction and access easements 

comprising 20.315 acres, more or less, and permanent natural gas transmission pipeline easements 

comprising 17.183 acres, more or less, as generally depicted on Exhibit “A” attached hereto and 

incorporated herein by reference, to FGT in connection with the FGT pipeline project is not 

inconsistent with the overall purposes for which the District acquired the property pursuant to Chapter 

373, Florida Statutes; and   

 WHEREAS, the parties have reached substantial agreement on the terms and conditions of 

such easements; and  

 WHEREAS, Martin County is co-owner with the District as to Tract No. KE10E-004, and the 

United States of America, by and through the Commodity Credit Corporation hold a conservation 

easement with respect to Tract No. KE10E-004; and   

 WHEREAS, in consideration for granting the easement interests required by FGT, and to 

settle the imminent condemnation action, the District will receive the appraised value of $163,640 

(total compensation for all easements), $42,500 of which will be paid to Martin County for its interest; 

and 

 WHEREAS, the District believes that litigation of this matter is not in the public interest; 

 NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Governing Board of the South Florida Water 

Management District:  
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Section 1.  Pursuant to Florida Statute 73.015, in settlement of a an imminent condemnation action by 

FGT against the South Florida Water Management District, the Governing Board of the South Florida 

Water Management District hereby authorizes the granting of permanent easements for natural gas 

pipeline purposes comprising 17.183 acres, more or less, together with temporary easements for 

construction and access purposes containing 20.315 acres, more or less, in Highlands, Okeechobee 

and Martin Counties, in consideration of receipt by the District of the  appraised value of $163,640 for 

such easement interests, $42,500 of which will be paid to Martin County for its interest.  
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Section 2.  The conveyance of the easements in Martin County over a portion of the Indian River 

Lagoon – South Project shall be contingent upon the joinder and execution of the easement 

document(s) by Martin County, as co-owner of the property, and upon receipt of consent to the 

easement(s), in form and substance satisfactory to the District, from the United States of America, by 

and through the Commodity Credit Corporation, which holds a conservation easement over those 

portions of the property located in Martin County. 
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Section 3.  The conveyance of the subject easements shall be contingent upon receiving all approvals 

from funding sources utilized to acquire the subject land interests, to the extent required. 
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Section 4.  The Governing Board of the South Florida Water Management District hereby authorizes 

the Chairman or Vice Chairman to execute the easements, and authorizes the General Counsel or her 

designee to execute documents settling the imminent condemnation action by FGT.  

59 
60 
61 

Section 5.  This Resolution shall take effect immediately upon adoption.  62 
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PASSED and ADOPTED this _____ day of April, 2010.   

 
ATTEST: 
 
 
By: __________________________ 
 District Clerk/Secretary 

SOUTH FLORIDA WATER MANAGEMENT 
DISTRICT, BY ITS GOVERNING BOARD 

 
 
(Corporate Seal) 
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 Chairman 
 
 
Approved as to form: 
 
 
By ______________________ 
 Office of Counsel 


