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This team is being recognized for their extraordinary team work and efforts 

in developing and drafting the new Small Business Enterprise Program 

Rules.  Because of constitutional concerns, the District repealed its Minority 

Business Enterprise Rule in 2005 and was given the authority by the 

legislature to implement a new program.   
 
The team successfully initiated, coordinated and provided the needed 

substantive, technical and legal review to assure that the District’s overall 

plan for the small business enterprise program was consistent with policy 

directives and legal requirements while still being responsive to the 

requests from the public. 
 
To accomplish this task, the team participated in numerous public meetings 

including public rulemaking workshops in West Palm Beach, Ft. Myers, and 

Miami.  Staff conducted surveys from current vendors requesting their input 

into the drafting of the program which allowed the public to have ample 

discussion of the policy issues associated with the rules.  In addition to the 

surveys, staff gathered documentation from other agencies on how their 

programs are designed.   
 
At the May 2006 Governing Board meeting, the Board adopted Chapter 

40E-7, Part VI of the Florida Administrative Code which became effective 

on August 3, 2006.  Thanks in part to the efforts of this team, the District 

now has a Small Business Enterprise program that will encourage small 

businesses to participate in District procurement and contract activities. 


