
 
M E M O R A N D U M 

 
 
TO:  Governing Board Members 
 
FROM: Ernie Barnett, Director – Office of Policy and Legislation 
 
DATE:  January 8, 2007 
 
SUBJECT: FY07 Polk County Water Management – Contract No. 4600000619 
 
 
Background  
The Upper Kissimmee basin is rapidly urbanizing.  Some of the highest growth rates in Florida 
are being experienced there.  The goal of this partnership with Polk County is to assist the 
county in coping with the water resource impacts of these developments. The goal of this 
project is to assist Polk County in improving its stormwater management capability in the 
eastern portion of the County within SFWMD’s jurisdiction by acquiring 1-foot topographic 
contours using aerial photography and LIDAR techniques. This new topography will benefit 
other Kissimmee Watershed Program projects, and it builds on similar projects in Orange and 
Osceola Counties which the District also helped fund. SWFWMD is similarly partnering with 
Polk County to provide topography for the western portion of the County. 
 
How this helps meet the District’s 10-year Strategic Plan: 
The project covered by this contract helps accomplish the Kissimmee Watershed Program’s 
goal of improving water quality in the Kissimmee Upper Basin. 
 
Funding Source:   
The total cost of this project is approximately $500,000, of which the District’s total contribution 
is $250,000 for which ad valorem funds are budgeted in FY07. 
 
This Board item impacts what areas of the District, both resource areas and geography: 
These projects benefit the water resources of that portion of Polk County within the Upper 
Kissimmee Basin. The contract is being administered by the Orlando Service Center. 
 
What concerns could this Board item raise? 
The Board may be concerned about the County’s ability to complete this contract within the 
fiscal year. This project was identified, scoped and budgeted to fit within a single fiscal year. 
Orlando Service Center staff actively manages its local partnership agreements. 
 
Why should the Governing Board approve this item? 
Approval of this contract contributes to the accomplishment of the goals of the Kissimmee 
Watershed Program in a way that leverages District funds by sharing costs with Polk County 
and fosters continued partnership with the County in achieving mutual objectives related to the 
management of water resources in the Region. 
 
Thank you for your review. If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me at 
ext. 2110. 
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