
  

 
 
 
 

M E M O R A N D U M 
 

TO:  Governing Board Members 

THROUGH: Kenneth G. Ammon, P.E., Deputy Executive Director,  
Everglades Restoration Resource Area 

 
FROM: Ruth Clements, Department Director, Land Acquisition and Land 

Management  
 
DATE: June 12, 2008 

SUBJECT: Authorize the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission to 
establish Stormwater Treatment Areas 1 West, 2, 3/4 and 5 as Public 
Small Game Hunting Areas and administer annual waterfowl hunts, 
subject to certain terms and conditions. 

 
Recommendation:  Staff recommends authorizing the Florida Fish and Wildlife 
Conservation Commission to (1) establish Stormwater Treatment Area (STA) 1 West, 
3/4 and 5 as Public Small Game Hunting Areas for the 2008-09 waterfowl hunting 
season, in accordance with Rule 68A-13.007, F.A.C., and administer waterfowl hunts at 
said STAs during the 2008-09 waterfowl season, and (2) establish as Public Small 
Game Hunting Areas and  administer annual waterfowl hunts at STA 1 West, 2, 3/4 and 
5 during future waterfowl hunting seasons, subject to certain terms and conditions; 
providing an effective date.  
 
Background:  The STA managers and Land Stewardship Division have reviewed the 
waterfowl hunts authorized for Stormwater Treatment Area 1 West, 2, 3/4 and 5 in 
2003, 2004, 2005, 2006, and 2007 for any potential impacts to the operation of the 
STAs.  Based on this review and past experience in managing hunting activities in these 
areas, the implementation of a managed weekend hunting program has not impacted 
the operation or function of the STAs.  On-going discussions with STA managers, 
Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission staff, and hunting groups indicate 
there is a high level of support and interest in continuing to provide waterfowl hunting 
opportunities on these areas.  In addition to hunting, these areas are also popular 
birding destinations and are utilized for passive recreational uses such as organized 
bird watching tours. 
 
Recognizing how successful and well received the hunting program has been over the 
past five years, staff recommends that the Governing Board authorize the Florida Fish 
and Wildlife Conservation Commission to manage future waterfowl hunts on Stormwater 
Treatment Areas 1 West, 2, 3/4 and 5, subject to certain terms and conditions, without 
the need for annual reauthorization to continue such hunts in the future.  This item was 
presented and supported at the April 14, 2008 Water Resources Advisory Commission  
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Recreation Issues Workshop and at the May 8, 2008 Water Resource Advisory 
Commission meeting. Please note that while STA 2 is included in the group of 
Stormwater Treatment Areas which staff is recommending be open for future waterfowl 
hunts without annual Governing Board approval, staff is not seeking authorization to 
open STA 2 for hunting during the 2008-09 waterfowl season due to planned 
construction activities.   
 
As in previous years, regulations and procedures will be implemented by the Florida 
Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission in coordination with District staff to ensure 
the security of District infrastructure and to provide a safe and enjoyable experience for  
hunt participants.  A limited number of no-cost hunting permits specific to each STA will 
be issued by the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission in a manner giving 
all interested individuals a chance to hunt these areas.  The number of permits issued 
will be determined annually based on a review of the previous year’s hunting season 
and will be dependent upon any planned or on-going construction or resource 
management activities that may preclude certain STAs or portions of STAs from being 
utilized for recreational purposes (i.e., STA 2 closed to hunting during the 2008-09 
waterfowl season due to construction).    
 
How this helps meet the District’s Mission: The establishment of these areas as 
Public Small Game Hunting Areas and the administration of a waterfowl hunting 
program by the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission will provide public 
recreational opportunities on District lands without compromising the District’s 
responsibility to protect the resources as required by legislative mandates and District 
policy. 
   
This Board item impacts what areas of the District, both resource areas and 
geography: This activity will take place in Palm Beach and Hendry Counties and will 
affect STA 1 West, 2, 3/4 and 5 of the Everglades Program. 
 
What concerns could this Board item raise? 
Use of firearms in an area with sophisticated monitoring equipment could be viewed as 
a concern in regards to the operation and maintenance of such equipment. However, 
past experience with administering managed waterfowl hunts in the STAs have 
demonstrated hunting activities can be conducted without disturbing or impacting this 
type of equipment. 
 
Why should the Governing Board approve this item?  
Expanding the allowable recreation activities to provide for continued waterfowl hunting 
within the STAs is consistent with Everglades Forever Act and District policy.  
 
RC/sc 
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