
 
M E M O R A N D U M 

 
 
TO:  Governing Board Members 
 
FROM: Ernie Barnett, Director, Office of Policy and Legislation 
 
DATE:  January 8, 2007 
 
SUBJECT: Collier County Australian Pine Tree Removal Program; Contract 4600000608 
 
Background: 
Australian pine trees are declared a public nuisance by Collier County Ordinance 99-51 when located in 
or adjacent to rights-of-way, canals, and easements. They are also designated "Prohibited Aquatic Plants" 
by the Department of Environmental Protection as referenced in Chapter 62C-52, Florida Administrative 
Code. When growing along a canal bank, Australian pine trees have a tendency to out-grow the support 
provided by their root system. This situation can pose a threat of personal injury and property damage, as 
these trees are prone to topple over in moderate to high winds. These trees have the potential to block 
flows in the drainage system if they were toppled into the ditches or canals. Some Australian Pines have 
purposely been planted, however most of these trees have established themselves along the high water 
line adjacent to the secondary drainage system. The damage caused by the recent hurricanes, has 
increased public awareness of the need to remove Australian pine trees.  
 
Collier County is requesting partial funding for implementation of the County's FY 2007 Australian pine 
tree removal program. The total estimated cost of the project is $1,000,000.  The Big Cypress Basin 
Board has earmarked the amount of $250,000 to support this project. 
 
How this helps meet the District’s 10-year Strategic Plan: 
This project is consistent with the District’s mission of water resource enhancement through 
implementation programs for eradication of exotic vegetation. The degree of enhancement is dependent 
on the magnitude of the removal effort. 
 
Funding Source:  
The total estimated cost of the project is $1,000,000. The District’s contribution is not to exceed $250,000 
for which dedicated BCB funds are budgeted in FY07. 
  
This Board item impacts what areas of the District, both resource areas and geography: 
The project benefits the water resources of the Big Cypress Basin. 
 
What concerns could this Board item raise? 
The Board may be concerned about the County’s ability to complete this contract within the fiscal year.  
Individual projects were identified, scoped and budgeted to fit within the fiscal year.  The Big Cypress 
Basin staff is confident that these projects will be completed within the scheduled time. 
 
Why should the Governing Board approve this item? 
Approval of this contract contributes to enhance flood control and stormwater management by removing 
the threat of trees blowing over during a storm event causing major flow restriction. 
 
If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to call me at ext. 2110. 
 


