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WEST PALM BEACH - Palm Beach County commissioners today agreed to open more former Everglades land to new 
industry, setting up a likely legal showdown with environmental groups.  
 
The commission voted to change its development rules and allow industrial uses on 318 acres south of South Bay 
owned by sugar giant Florida Crystals.  
 
Commissioners contend they are angling to provide opportunities for new jobs in Glades communities plagued with 
unemployment. Florida Crystals envisions warehouses, manufacturing and shipping goods to and from the site.  
 
"The faster we get it done, the more people we can put to work," Commissioner Burt Aaronson said.  
 
Environmental groups say the industrial center threatens to open the door to more development and get in the way of 
Everglades restoration.  
 
There are other properties that could be used to attract new businesses that benefit Glades residents, said Joanne 
Davis, of the growth watchdog group 1,000 Friends of Florida.  
 
"This is the wrong site," Davis said. "This has sort of unraveled into a typical land use that goes on and on in the 
history of Florida."  
 
Florida Crystals is vying to become the site of a proposed "inland port" � an industrial distribution center that would link 
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coastal ports from Miami to Palm Beach County, delivering cargo to and from the coast via truck routes and rail lines 
crisscrossing the state and linking with routes to the rest of the country.  
 
At least six South Florida sites are vying for the inland port.  
 
Palm Beach County backs Florida Crystals' plan to put the inland port facility on 318 acres of farmland beside the 
company's Okeelanta power plant.  
 
Today, the county's approval went further by allowing industrial development on the land, even if the port project 
goes elsewhere. The county did require that future development there has be planned in coordination with the South 
Florida Water Management District in an attempt to ensure that it doesn't get in the way of Everglades restoration.  
 
Andy Reid can be reached at abreid@SunSentinel.com or 561-228-5504.
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Aug. 25--WEST PALM BEACH -- Palm Beach County commissioners today agreed to open more former Everglades land 
to new industry, setting up a likely legal showdown with environmental groups.  
 
The commission voted to change its development rules and allow industrial uses on 318 acres south of South Bay 
owned by sugar giant Florida Crystals.  
 
Commissioners contend they are angling to provide opportunities for new jobs in Glades communities plagued with 
unemployment. Florida Crystals envisions warehouses, manufacturing and shipping goods to and from the site.  
 
'The faster we get it done, the more people we can put to work,' Commissioner Burt Aaronson said.  
 
Environmental groups say the industrial center threatens to open the door to more development and get in the way of 
Everglades restoration.  
 
There are other properties that could be used to attract new businesses that benefit Glades residents, said Joanne 
Davis, of the growth watchdog group 1,000 Friends of Florida.  
 
'This is the wrong site,' Davis said. 'This has sort of unraveled into a typical land use that goes on and on in the history 
of Florida.'  
 
Florida Crystals is vying to become the site of a proposed 'inland port' an industrial distribution center that would link 
coastal ports from Miami to Palm Beach County, delivering cargo to and from the coast via truck routes and rail lines 
crisscrossing the state and linking with routes to the rest of the country.  
 
At least six South Florida sites are vying for the inland port.  
 
Palm Beach County backs Florida Crystals' plan to put the inland port facility on 318 acres of farmland beside the 
company's Okeelanta power plant.  
 
Today, the county's approval went further by allowing industrial development on the land, even if the port project 
goes elsewhere. The county did require that future development there has be planned in coordination with the South 
Florida Water Management District in an attempt to ensure that it doesn't get in the way of Everglades restoration.  
 
Andy Reid can be reached at abreid@SunSentinel.com or 561-228-5504.  
 
To see more of the Sun Sentinel or to subscribe to the newspaper, go to http://www.sun-sentinel.com/.  
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WEST PALM BEACH — Palm Beach County commissioners signed off this morning on a proposal that could allow an 
"inland port" to rise on about 318 acres south of Lake Okeechobee.  
 
The commission voted 6-1 for changes to the county's long-term growth plan that could allow the warehouse and 
distribution facility to be built along U.S. 27 on land owned by sugar giant Florida Crystals.  
 
The location is one of a handful of sites under consideration by the Port of Palm Beach. Ultimately, port officials will 
decide where the project is built.  
 
Supporters of the project say it will bring much-needed jobs to the Glades, where unemployment rates spiked to as 
much as 42 percent in June. Dozens of Glades residents at today's meeting wore T-shirts that said: "Save Our Jobs, 
Save Our Community."  
 
"This is a solution to a problem that we have been facing in Palm Beach County, which is supposed to be the richest 
county in the state," Commissioner Priscilla Taylor said. "You have individuals in an area that are suffering."  
 
Under the plan, the warehousing and distribution center would serve as a landlocked extension of South, Southwest 
and Central Florida's seaside ports.  
 
But environmental groups, including 1000 Friends of Florida, have objected to the Florida Crystals site, saying it could 
interfere with Everglades restoration. More analysis must be done, the said.  
 
"This isn't a question of jobs," said environmental activist Rosa Durando. "It is a question of maintaining the life 
support system of the county. There is a lot more at stake than unemployment."  
 
The commission's approval will be sent to state planners for review. Environmentalists are expected to wage a legal 
battle to try to block industrial development on the site.  
 
County planners said it would be more than a year before construction permits could be issued for the project. In 
addition to today's approval, Florida Crystals must also apply to change the site's zoning designation, planners said.  
 
Commissioners have vowed to stop the project if it interferes with efforts to restore the Everglades.  
 
But Commissioner Karen Marcus, who cast the sole dissenting vote, said the Florida Crystals site has too many 
environmental and legal problems. The county should look for other sites in the Glade region that can be built on now, 
she said.  
 
"These people need jobs today," Marcus said. "We are picking a site that we know is going to get litigated."  
 
Meanwhile, commissioners unanimously agreed to kill a change to the county's long-term growth plan that would have 
made it easier for the inland port project to be placed anywhere within a 100,000-acre area near the Glades cities.  
 
The change, they said, would have been meaningless because the Port of Palm Beach has already sought proposals 
for the project. Florida Crystals was the only landowner in the Glades region that expressed interest.
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11:58 a.m. EDT, August 25, 2009  
 
WEST PALM BEACH - Palm Beach County commissioners today agreed to open more former Everglades land to new 
industry, setting up a likely legal showdown with environmental groups.  
 
The commission voted to change its development rules and allow industrial uses on 318 acres south of South Bay 
owned by sugar giant Florida Crystals.  
 
Commissioners contend they are angling to provide opportunities for new jobs in Glades communities plagued with 
unemployment. Florida Crystals envisions warehouses, manufacturing and shipping goods to and from the site.  
 
"The faster we get it done, the more people we can put to work," Commissioner Burt Aaronson said.  
 
Environmental groups say the industrial center threatens to open the door to more development and get in the way of 
Everglades restoration.  
 
There are other properties that could be used to attract new businesses that benefit Glades residents, said Joanne 
Davis, of the growth watchdog group 1,000 Friends of Florida.  
 
"This is the wrong site," Davis said. "This has sort of unraveled into a typical land use that goes on and on in the 
history of Florida."  
 
Florida Crystals is vying to become the site of a proposed "inland port" � an industrial distribution center that would link 
coastal ports from Miami to Palm Beach County, delivering cargo to and from the coast via truck routes and rail lines 
crisscrossing the state and linking with routes to the rest of the country.  
 
At least six South Florida sites are vying for the inland port.  
 
Palm Beach County backs Florida Crystals' plan to put the inland port facility on 318 acres of farmland beside the 
company's Okeelanta power plant.  
 
Today, the county's approval went further by allowing industrial development on the land, even if the port project 
goes elsewhere. The county did require that future development there has be planned in coordination with the South 
Florida Water Management District in an attempt to ensure that it doesn't get in the way of Everglades restoration.  
 
Andy Reid can be reached at abreid@SunSentinel.com or 561-228-5504.
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