
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

FACTs 
This fact sheet is provided as a 

reference to encourage a greater 

understanding of the various 

issues related to managing 

water in south Florida. 

State of the Water Management System 

To underscore our commitment to keep you informed, we will  
send this update weekly.  We encourage you to share this 

water resources information with your constituents. 

 
 
Rainfall overview: 

 District-wide rainfall for the past week was approximately 1/2”.  
 Rainfall for the next 7 days will be average. 
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System-wide overview: 
Rainfall averaged 0.6” district-wide last week. Rainfall this year to date (as of Dec. 1) is 
slightly above normal. The rainfall outlook for the next week is for average conditions 
associated with fronts moving through the District. The temporary increased level of 
discharges from Lake Okeechobee will continue until the lake level reaches 16.25 ft 
NGVD and is on a downward trend. At that time, releases will transition back to the 
Water Supply and Environment protocols.*  
 
Lake Okeechobee — Lake level is at 16.54 ft NGVD, down 0.2 ft since last week. The 
lake is 0.53 ft higher today than it was on this date last year. Monthly vegetation surveys 
are underway this week. We have cleaned up an estimated 116,200 cubic feet of 
submerged debris along the easterly bank of Lake Okeechobee that resulted from 
Hurricane Wilma. We are also working with the City of South Bay to ensure that its 
municipal water plant has adequate uptake capabilities. 
 
Upper Chain of Lakes/Kissimmee Basin — In the last seven days, the upper basin 
received less than 0.31” of rainfall, which brings the 30-day total to .60 inches or 25% of 
normal. The lower basin received 0.98”, which brings the 30 day total to 1.40” or 72% of 
normal. Levels in all of the Upper Kissimmee Chain of Lakes approximate their 
respective regulation schedules. Much of the Kissimmee River floodplain remains 
inundated. A diverse group of wading birds, including at least one roseate spoonbill, 
blue-winged teal and lesser yellow legs, have been using the floodplain.  
 
St. Lucie and Caloosahatchee Estuaries — Salinity data from the St. Lucie Estuary is 
outside of the preferred range. Fresh water extends at least to Cape Coral Bridge in the 
Caloosahatchee Estuary. Conditions in both estuaries are poor. 
 
Water Conservation Areas — During the past week, the Everglades received between 
0.5” and 1” of rain. Despite the rain, the rest of the conservation areas significantly 
decreased. WCA-1 remains below regulation schedule, while the water levels at WCA-
2A and WCA-3A remain above regulation schedule. Much of WCA-3A has dropped 
below the critical depth of 3 ft, except in the south where it is 3.22 ft deep.  
 
Everglades National Park — Most regions of the park received only trace amounts of 
rainfall during the past week. Water levels within the park continue to drop at a very slow 
rate. 
 Note: This rainfall information is based on rain gauges within the park. The map 
on page one captures District rain gauge data only. 
 
Florida Bay — Readings were somewhat erratic, most likely due to wind events, but 
available readings indicate that salinity is seasonably low. 
_______________________ 
* SFWMD water managers and the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers work together to manage Lake 
Okeechobee. Water releases from the lake are made in accordance with a federally authorized regulation 
schedule based on many factors such as time of year, current water conditions, predicted rainfall and lake 
level. 
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Algae Update — Monitoring on blue-green algae in Lake Okeechobee, St. Lucie 
River/Estuary, Caloosahatchee River, Kissimmee River/Upper Kissimmee Chain of 
Lakes and the District's eastern canals at 41 fixed monitoring sites continues on a 
monthly basis. Data will be posted on the District's blue-green algae web site at 
http://www.sfwmd.gov/site/index.php?id=611.  
 
After Hurricane Wilma — For more information about environmental impacts from 
Hurricane Wilma on the South Florida Water Management District’s regional flood 
control and water management infrastructure, and on the sections of this system that are 
vital to restoring the Everglades, visit this District web site for continuous updates, 
http://www.sfwmd.gov/site/index.php?id=744. 
 


