
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

FACTs 
This fact sheet is provided as a 

reference to encourage a greater 

understanding of the various 

issues related to managing 

water in south Florida. 

State of the Water Management System 

To underscore our commitment to keep you informed, we will  
send this update weekly.  We encourage you to share this 

water resources information with your constituents. 

 
 
Rainfall overview: 

 District-wide rainfall for the past week was lass than 1/2”.  
 The rainfall outlook for the next 7 days is for average conditions north of 

Lake Okeechobee and below average for south of Lake Okeechobee.  
 Florida Keys rainfall for the month of November was 1”. 
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System-wide overview: 
Rainfall last week was estimated to be about 0.44”, with the north and east receiving the 
most.  Rainfall for the month is 0.48” or 66% of normal, and rainfall for the last 30 days was 
2.25” or 96% of normal. We are working with the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers to manage 
movement of water from WCA-2A, which is significantly above schedule, through WCA-3A 
to the South Dade system to allow WCA-3A levels to fall below the threshold for impacts to 
tree islands. 
 
Lake Okeechobee — Lake level is at 16.27 ft NGVD, down 0.27 ft since last week. The lake 
is 0.41 ft higher today than it was on this date last year. Monthly vegetation surveys indicate 
a continuing decline in vegetation density and distribution. The declines in areas not treated 
for water hyacinth are attributable in part to natural seasonal decline, which may be 
exacerbated by high water levels. 
  
Upper Chain of Lakes/Kissimmee Basin — During the past week, rainfall was most intense 
along the eastern edge of the upper basin. Stage did increase for several lakes in this area; 
most notably Lake Myrtle, Lake Preston and Lake Joel, which are 0.85 ft above 
schedule. Levels in the rest of the Upper Kissimmee Chain of Lakes approximate their 
respective regulation schedules. Much of the floodplain remains inundated, but some areas 
are drying out. Aerial surveys on Dec. 12 found the following: moderate to large numbers of 
wading birds (white ibis, great egret, small dark and small white herons) in the restored area; 
moderate numbers of ducks in the restored area, especially mottled duck and blue-winged 
teal; large numbers of lesser yellowlegs and a Bald eagle. Additionally, there is still an active 
snail kite nest with eggs in Lake Tohopekaliga on Little Grassy Island 
 
St. Lucie and Caloosahatchee Estuaries — Salinity data from the St. Lucie Estuary is 
outside of the preferred range. Water clarity in the St. Lucie is fair to poor.  In the upper 
Caloosahatchee Estuary, water clarity is poor, but fair in San Carlos Bay. Salinity conditions 
in both estuaries are poor.  
 
Water Conservation Areas — During the past week, the water conservation areas received 
up to 1.5 inches of rain. Water management activities have prevented water levels from rising 
in the conservation areas. WCA-1 remains below regulation schedule, while the water levels 
at WCA-2A and WCA-3A remain above regulation schedule. Much of WCA-3A has 
dropped below the critical depth of 3 ft, except in the south where it is 3.11 ft deep.  
 
Everglades National Park — Data from several park stations were unavailable since last 
Thursday. Only the Taylor River station has reported a full week of rainfall data, where there 
were accumulations of 0.3 - 0.4 inches of rain. The District rainfall report indicates that parts 
of the southern Everglades received up to 2.0 inches locally. 
 Note: This rainfall information is based on rain gauges within the park. The map 
on page one captures District rain gauge data only. 
_______________________ 
* SFWMD water managers and the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers work together to manage Lake 
Okeechobee. Water releases from the lake are made in accordance with a federally authorized regulation 
schedule based on many factors such as time of year, current water conditions, predicted rainfall and lake 
level. 
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Florida Bay — Salinity remains low across Florida Bay and Shark River Slough at stations 
reporting data.  In north central Florida Bay, salinity remains fairly low at Terrapin Bay. 
 
Other District News and Happenings — During the past week, District staff conducted a 
C-44 public workshop in Stuart; presented the Lake Okeechobee and Estuary Recovery 
Program to the Okeechobee Economic Council; and met with the Environmental Coalition to 
discuss the Florida Bay/Florida Keys Feasibility Study, C-111 and Biscayne Bay Coastal 
Wetlands projects.  


