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Overview of Presentation

ÁBackground of Agricultural Drawdown

ÁPhase I Study

ÁPhase II Study

Á2009 Seasonal Agriculture Drawdown
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Background

ÁDrawdowns have occurred since late 1960s and was 
discussed in November 1981 by SFWMD Board

Staff ïñstages had been lowered in the East Glades 
annually for about the past 15 yearsò  

Staff ïñsalt water intrusion recognized as a threatò

Staff ïñif the Board approved a lowering of stages, it 
should be done only for planting, and after that, stages 
should be held high; the stages should be dropped only 
to let the farmers get on the land.ò

GB ïñapproved a temporary, 45 day lowering of water 
stages in the East Glades ïthe same as in previous 
years.  GB gave no guarantee for flood protection ï
operate system to minimize impactsò



Issues 

Biscayne Bay/Regional Perspective

ÁLoss of groundwater at beginning of dry season

ÁDrawdown release out of sync with natural system needs 
�±poor timing, increased nearshore salinity

ÁReduced groundwater levels may affect salt water 
intrusion

Agricultural Perspective

ÁVital to seasonal row crops for planting and market timing

ÁOrnamental crops benefit, but drawdown is for seasonal 
agriculture, not year round agriculture

ÁLand owners want flexibility to change crop usage 
depending on markets


