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What are Designated Uses and Criteria?

Designated Uses and Criteria are under the Federal 

Clean Water Actôs water quality standards

ÁDesignated Uses: Goals for water bodies         

(e.g., drinking water source, recreation)

ÁCriteria: Set to protect the designated uses      

(e.g., arsenic, dissolved oxygen)



Designated Uses: Current System

Á5 Classifications (since 1970s):

Ã I ïPotable Water

Ã II ïShellfish Harvesting

Ã III ïRecreational 

(ñFishable/Swimmableò)

Ã IV ïAgricultural 

ÃV ïIndustrial/Navigational



Designated Uses: Current Events

ÁFlorida Department of Environmental 

Protection (FDEP) is in rulemaking to 

refine the structure of the designated 

uses & classifications                  
(Florida Administrative Code 62-302)

ÁWhy refine designated uses?

Ã Great diversity of surface waters

Ã Incorporates current knowledge  



Designated Uses: Recent Timeline

ÁFrom 2006 until early 2007, FDEP held dialogue on 

refinement via Policy Advisory Committee (PAC)

ÁJuly 2009, Florida Stormwater Association, Inc. filed 

petition to amend existing designated uses classification

ÁFDEP held public workshop (August 2009) and plans to 

present current rule for approval in the near term

ÁSeveral stakeholders, including Florida League of Cities 

and Orange County, have written in support of the rule 
(http://www.dep.state.fl.us/secretary/designateduse.htm)



Designated Uses: What the current proposed 
rule does and does not do?

ÁRule does change the structure of the current system; 

new system will have a matrix of classes:

Ã 7 human use and 4 aquatic life use classes 

ÁRule does not reclassify any waters or change their level 

of protection at this time  

ÁFDEP would be petitioned for reclassifications and any 

changes would need approval of: 

Ã Environmental Regulation Commission (Florida)

Ã United States Environmental Protection Agency (USEPA)



Designated Uses: Possible Future Aquatic Life 
Use Classifications

Aquatic Life Use 1 or 2?

Aquatic Life Use 3?

Aquatic Life Use 4?


