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ÅProvide a centrally coordinated regulatory process
ïAdministered by the Dept. of Environmental Protection

ïOversight by the Division of Administrative Hearings

ÅCertification issued by SitingBoard (Gov. & Cabinet)

ïSecretary of DEP may issue Certification if all parties 
stipulate to all facts and conditions

ÅPreempts all other state, regional and local govt. 
regulation of electrical power plants transmission lines 
and natural gas transmission lines

Overview



ÅSitingActs govern, control and supersede any other 
law, rule, regulation, or ordinance of the state or any 
political subdivision, municipality, or agency

ÅCertification is in lieu of any license, permit, or 
certificate required by any state, regional, or local 
agency pursuant, but not limited to, Chapters 125, 161, 
163, 166, 186, 253, 298, 373, 376, 379, 380, 381, 387, 
and 403, Florida Statutes

ÅCertification authorizes construction and operation,  
subject only to the conditions of certification. 

Superseded Lawsand Regulations



ÅApplication formally filed

ïDEP refers to DOAH for assignment of Admin. Law Judge

ïDEP determines completeness based on Agencies 
recommendations
ïLocal government sends DEP a determination of consistency 

with existing land use plans and zoning ordinances

ÅAgencies prepare Reports and submit to DEP

ÅDEP prepares a project analysis and files it with Judge

ÅCertification Hearing (if needed)

ÅCertification issued by SitingBoard or Secretary of DEP

ÅPost certification submittals

Certification Process



ÅDistrict should address matters within its 
jurisdiction, including but not limited to, the 
impact of the proposed electrical power plant 
on:
ïwater resources, 

ïregional water supply planning

ïDistrict lands and works 

ÅRecommendation for approval or denial 

ÅProposed conditions of certification on 
matters within the 5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘΩǎ jurisdiction

Water Management District 
Analysis and Report 



Å"Corridor" is a proposed area within which a 
transmission or gas pipeline may be located.

ïElectric transmission line corridor may not exceed  
one mile in width 
ïNatural gas pipeline corridor may not exceed 1/3 

mile in width

Å"Right-of-ǿŀȅά ƛǎ ǘƘŜ land necessaryfor the 
construction and maintenance of a transmission line.

ïThe right-of-way must be located within the 
certified corridor. 

ïThe actual right-of-way is identified by the 
applicant after certification in post-certification 
documents filed with DEP prior to construction. 

Transmission and Pipeline Siting



ÅThe area within the corridor in which a right-of-
way may be located may be further restricted by 
a condition of certification.  403.522(10)

ÅAlternative Corridors may be proposed by any 
party during the application process.

Transmission and Pipeline Siting



ÅBased on agency reports from all review agencies, 
DEP prepares statement indicating whether 
proposed activity will be in compliance with:

ïƳŀǘǘŜǊǎ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ 59tΩǎ ǎǘŀƴŘŀǊŘ ƧǳǊƛǎŘƛŎǘƛƻƴΣ  ŀƴŘ
ïsubstantive criteria of affected agencies

Å59tΩǎ ǊŜŎƻƳƳŜƴŘŀǘƛƻƴ ƻƴ ŘƛǎǇƻǎƛǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
application, variances or other relief and of 
proposed conditions of certification

59tΩǎ tǊƻƧŜŎǘ !ƴŀƭȅǎƛǎ



Å!ŦǘŜǊ 59tΩǎ tǊƻƧŜŎǘ !ƴŀƭȅǎƛǎ ƛǎ ƛǎǎǳŜŘΣ ŦƻŎǳǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
certification process shifts to DOAH

ÅParties develop pre-hearing Stipulation to document 
all non-disputed issues of fact, law and conditions of 
certification

ïIf all parties stipulate to these matters, Judge relinquishes 
jurisdiction to DEP

ïSecretary of DEP issues the Certification

ÅIf all parties do not reach agreement, the Judge holds 
a Certification hearing

ïJudge submits Recommended Order to the SitingBoard

ïSitingBoard issues the Certification 

Final Disposition of Application 



ÅPost -Certification Submittals

ïConditions of Certification may require submittals to one or 
more agencies for the purpose of monitoring for compliance 
with the Certification. 

ïSubmittals must be reviewed on an expedited basis; review 
must be complete within 90 days after complete information 
is submitted to a reviewing agency. 

ÅMaterial Changes Subsequent to Certification

ïLicensee must submit a written request to DEP to propose 
any material change. 

ïDEP determines whether the proposed change requires a 
formal modification to the conditions of certification.  

Post-Certification Review and Amendments 



ÅCt[Ωǎ UprateProject for existing 
Nuclear Power Plant Units 3 & 4 
at Turkey Point

ÅCertification issued by Secretary 
of DEP in October, 2008

ÅCertification Condition X requires 
post-certification submitals:

- Revision to 1983 Agreement 
between District & FPL

- Revised Monitoring Plan  

FPL UprateProject



Background on Cooling 
Canals and Proposed  

Revisions to  
1983 SFWMD & FPL 

Agreement
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FPL Turkey Point Power Plant


