Memorandum

TO: Interested Parties

FROM: Media Relations, South Florida Water Management District
DATE: 8/4/16

SUBJECT: Everglades Agricultural Area Planning Study

The South Florida Water Management District Governing Board Chairman this week
responded in writing to the Assistant Secretary of the Army regarding her suggestion
to reorder planning studies for Everglades restoration. The current timeline is a
proven and reliable compass that guides restoration projects and maximizes the
benefits of all Comprehensive Everglades Restoration Plan efforts. A proposed
amendment to this schedule is a distraction that could prove harmful to ongoing
efforts and should be carefully considered only in the context of a public process.

¢ Letter in response from SFWMD Chairman Daniel O'Keefe
¢ Letter from Assistant Secretary of the Army Jo-Ellen Darcy

Media Contact:

Randy Smith | rrsmith@sfwmd.gov | Office: 561-682-2800 | Cell: 561-389-3386

The South Florida Water Management District is a regional governmental agency
that manages the water resources in the southern part of the state. It is the oldest and
largest of the state's five water management districts. Our mission is to protect South
Florida's water resources by balancing and improving flood control, water supply,
water quality and natural systems.
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South Florida Water Management District, 3301 Gun Club Road, West Palm
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