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Focus of Plan Review and Comments

Review comprehensive plan amendments 
and other planning documents for 
consistency w/ the District’s mission

Respond as a landowner to proposed 
amendments or other actions that may be 
adjacent to or on District-owned lands or 
projects

Provide technical assistance

135 Proposed Comprehensive Plan 
Amendment Packages; 225 Adopted 
Comprehensive Plan Amendments
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Reviews and Coordination

Local Government Comp Plan Amendments 
Water Supply Facilities Work Plans
Local Government EARs and EAR-based Amendments
Power Plant Siting
Development of Regional Impact (DRIs; 27 Active)
State Clearinghouse Items
State Mining Permits
Natural Gas Pipelines
FDOT Review
Educational Master Plans
298 District Water Control Plans
Zoning Documents (Mining)
State Oil Well Applications
Tribal Documents
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Comp Plan and Other Documents

Expanded our Scope
“Due Diligence” on everything that comes 
through the door

Ecosystem Restoration
Water Supply
Water Quality
Flood Control
Natural Systems

Coordination is Key
Document Routing                                               
Matrix



Comp Plan Review Process: Reinvention

Reviews as 30-day Projects
Process Mapping
Improved Timeliness of Reviews 
Enables Proactive Approach

Provides time for interaction w/ DCA
Time to work w/ local governments
Maps to expedite internal reviews and 
improve DCA reviews

Customer Service
Informal Reviews
Conceptual Consultations



Intergov Policy & Planning: GIS

Policy and Planning



Database: Phase I

Comp Plan activities converted to a 
database with spatial component
Improve our ability to manage 
information and ID problems areas
Improved tracking and reporting



Database: Phase II

Database for Comp Plans/10-Yr Facility 
Work Plans/Water Supply Plans/Permits

Needs assessment: Water Supply Plans, 
Water Supply Planning and Regulation

Population estimates & projections
Water supply demand estimates & 
projections
Facilities information
Conservation

Spatial component 
Strawman framework

Comp Plans/  
10-Yr Work 

Plans

Consumptive 
Use Permits

Regional Water 
Supply Plans



Evaluation and Appraisal Reports (EARs)

Participate in the EAR process with local 
governments (assesses progress in 
implementing comprehensive plan and 
identifies how the plan should be revised 
to meet objectives and new requirements) 

Water Supply Planning
Policies to Protect Water Resources
Not inconsistent w/ other District 
Programs and Projects



Evaluation and Appraisal Reports (EARs)

Work with local governments and 
clearly articulate District needs with 
two tools:

Staff Report
Water Resource Planning Atlas 



EAR – Staff Report

Identify Major Issues that the local 
government should address in the 
Comp Plan
Provides education on major issues

Links to information and projects

Technical Resource
Contacts for Technical                              
Assistance



Water Resource Planning Atlas

Highlights water resource planning 
issues in each County

Ecosystem Restoration, Water Supply, 
Water Quality, Flood Control, Natural 
Systems 
St Lucie County Prototype
Developing Lee and Palm Beach



Water Resource Planning Atlas:
Water Supply



Water Resource Planning Atlas:
Water Supply



Water Resource Planning Atlas: 
Flood Protection & Floodplain



Water Resource Planning Atlas: 
Flood Protection & Floodplain



Water Resource Planning Atlas: 
Production Schedule



Evaluation and Appraisal Reports (EARs)

Collier
Charlotte
Miami-Dade
Broward
Okeechobee
Palm Beach
Highlands

City of 
Okeechobee
Lee
St. Lucie (Western 
Lands Study)
Hendry
Monroe

Ongoing EAR efforts:



Other Large/Regional Planning Arenas

Attend Regional Planning Council Meetings
Joint Land Use Study Avon Park Air Force 
Range
Southeast Florida Partnership: Sustainable 
Communities Initiative
East Central Florida 2060 Plan

Water Chapter
Osceola County Conceptual Master Plan
Heartland 2060: Regional Visioning Process
Climate Change Initiatives



Examples: Working with Local 
Governments

Hendry County: Protect C-43 Reservoir and 
District lands
Palm Beach County: Input and comments 
on draft policies 
Okeechobee County: Consistent message 
on water supply planning
Miami-Dade County: Providing technical 
info and expertise
Palm Beach County and Florida’s Heartland 
Rural Economic Development Initiative 
Broadband Environmental Application



Next Steps

Meet with Service Centers to improve 
collaboration 
Meet with Regional Planning Councils on 
Staff Reports and Water Atlas 
Continue to meet with local planning 
departments
Present at Board of County Commission 
Meetings
Continue to provide local governments with 
available information and assistance
Ongoing EAR support
Refine and continue developing tools
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