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Lake Okeechobee Fast Track (LOFT) 
Projects

Lake Okeechobee Fast Track (LOFT) 
Projects

Technical review of Basis of Design Report for Taylor 
Creek Reservoir, Lakeside Ranch STA, and Rerouting 
Projects is complete.  Additional operational modeling to 
be completed by June 2007 for inclusion in final BODR.
Proceeding with preliminary design for Lakeside Ranch 
STA
S-133 and S-154 rerouting projects are not cost effective 
for phosphorus removal.  No additional work anticipated 
on these projects.
Taylor Creek Reservoir will be evaluated in the Northern 
Everglades Technical Plan.  Preliminary design planned to 
begin in 2008.
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LOFT (continued)LOFT (continued)

Boundary survey for Lakeside Ranch STA and 
Taylor Creek Reservoir is complete.
Potential cultural resources sites identified at 
Lakeside.  Phase II investigation proceeding to 
determine potential impacts and mitigation 
requirements.
Taylor Creek Reservoir Test Cells pre-final 
design complete.  
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LOFT (continued)LOFT (continued)
Permanent Forward Pumps

Draft Basis of Design Report (BODR) was 
delivered in January 2007
Brighton Amendment (G-207/G-208) 
scheduled for delivery May 2007
Next step is dependent on Lake Okeechobee 
Revised Regulation Schedule TSP and 
associated Biological Opinion
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LOFT (continued)LOFT (continued)
Nubbin Slough and Taylor 
Creek Critical Project STAs
are complete but are not 
operating currently due to 
drought/lack of water
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Nubbin Slough 
Expansion will not 
proceed due to value 
engineering results
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Revise Environmental Resource 
Permitting Criteria

Revise Environmental Resource 
Permitting Criteria

Conducted stakeholder meetings to discuss 
development of a basin rule to improve quantity 
and quality of stormwater discharges from new 
development
Utilized input to prepare draft rule which was 
presented at public workshops
Pursuing contract with consultants to conduct 
technical investigation and model review and 
development to address comments provided
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Alternative Storage/Disposal of 
Surface Water

Alternative Storage/Disposal of 
Surface Water

Completed assessments of public and tribal 
lands for potential storage; conceptual design 
and cost estimates are ongoing
Private lands assessment is ongoing
Construction of 4 pilot water storage facilities 
on private lands are complete and four 
additional pilot projects are under negotiation
9 surface water storage/disposal sites under 
agreement
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Alternative Storage/Disposal of 
Surface Water

Alternative Storage/Disposal of 
Surface Water

LOER 10-Aquifer Storage and Recovery 
(ASR) Well System

Well siting evaluation complete- Paradise Run 
area selected
Currently preparing permit applications
Design studies underway
Exploratory well to be drilled this summer
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Options exist for restoration of multiple
reaches of Paradise Run.  Current focus is

on the northern reach as a demonstration project.





Alternative Storage/Disposal of Surface 
Water

Alternative Storage/Disposal of Surface 
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Taylor Creek ASR
Currently in detailed design 
UIC Permit application pending
Pilot treatment studies completed

Taylor Creek ASR
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Pilot treatment studies completed



Lake 
Okeechobee

Taylor Creek ASR System 

•Well has mechanical 
integrity
•Pumps still work!
•Pilot treatment testing 
completed
•Permit application 
pending



Alternative Storage/Disposal of 
Surface Water

Alternative Storage/Disposal of 
Surface Water

Brighton Seminole Reservoir
Moving forward with final design of 450 acre reservoir
Hydraulic and hydrologic analysis currently underway
Contract is being negotiated for final design
Anticipate initiating construction in late 2008

Brighton Seminole ASR
Well siting evaluation is complete
Water quality testing and permit applications underway
Construction of exploratory well in Summer 2007
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Lake 
Okeechobee

Seminole Brighton ASR Pilot 
Project



Alternative Storage/Disposal of 
Surface Water

Alternative Storage/Disposal of 
Surface Water

Deep Well Injection Feasibility Study
Final report by May 2007
Large, high capacity wells proposed to be completed 
in the Boulder Zone
20 to 60 wells can provide significant relief to estuaries 
and Lake O during high stage periods
Wells are deeper and more expensive, but treatment 
costs are lower than ASR
Well clusters can augment STAs and reservoirs in 
basins contributing high nutrients to Lake
Deep exploratory wells recommended in FY08 
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Implementation of the Lake 
Okeechobee Protection Plan (LOPP)

Implementation of the Lake 
Okeechobee Protection Plan (LOPP)

Completed 2007 LOPP Update and provided to Legislature
Re-mapping of lake sediments is complete
Eagle Bay Habitat Enhancement Dredging Design Project 
underway
Algal Turf Scrubber construction complete; initiated 
operations in January
Lemkin Creek Urban Stormwater Facility in initial design 
phase
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Implementation of the Lake 
Okeechobee Protection Plan (LOPP)

Implementation of the Lake 
Okeechobee Protection Plan (LOPP)

Six former dairy remediation projects in various stages of 
implementation
Completed construction of Dairy Best Available Technology 
(Dairy BATs) on 4 dairy properties (30-90% annual 
phosphorus load reductions)
Four isolated wetland restoration projects complete or in 
progress
Planted over 1400 native pond apples and cypress trees on 
restored shore of Ritta Island in 2006; another 950 scheduled  
to be planted near Clewiston and on spoil islands in May
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Implementation of the Lake 
Okeechobee Protection Plan (LOPP)

Implementation of the Lake 
Okeechobee Protection Plan (LOPP)

Revised Works of the District Rule (40E-61)
Currently conducting rule workshops (Okeechobee and 
Clewiston complete, Sebring and Orlando remaining)
Considering phasing of rule revisions

Phase I- Expanding boundary to LOPP watershed
Phase II- Revising phosphorus limits consistent with 
adopted TMDLs

Anticipate conducting technical workshops to get 
additional input
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Continued Implementation 
of the LOWP

Continued Implementation 
of the LOWP

Tentatively selected plan has been identified  
TSP contains 

LOFT projects (Lakeside Ranch STA, Taylor Creek 
Reservoir) 
Reservoirs in the Kissimmee and Istokpoga/C-41A 
Basins
8,000 acre STA in the L-49 Basin
Also includes Lake Istokpoga Regulation Schedule, 
Paradise Run Wetland Restoration, and Recreational 
Features

Total storage for LOWP is approximately 275,000 ac 
ft and total P removal is approximately 74 mt/yr
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Other Agency ComponentsOther Agency Components
Set TMDLs for Lake Okeechobee Tributaries - FDEP

DEP is continuing to conduct technical evaluations 
to establish TMDLs for Lake O tributaries.  
Anticipate completion of their evaluation during 
2007. 
In September 2006, EPA proposed their own Lake 
Okeechobee tributary TMDL.  The document is 
currently out for public comment (public comment 
period ends 05/31/07).
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Other Agency ComponentsOther Agency Components
Mandatory Agricultural Fertilizer BMPs - FDACS

FDACS has expanded the existing 
agricultural BMP rule to the entire Lake 
Okeechobee watershed (previously rule 
focused on the 4 priority basins).
Completed conservation and nutrient 
management plans on 410,000 acres of 
agricultural land
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Other Agency ComponentsOther Agency Components
Mandatory Urban Fertilizer BMPs - FDACS

FDACS has prepared draft rule language 
regulating the content of phosphorus and 
nitrogen in urban turf fertilizers

Have conducted several rule workshops
Will be publishing revised rule language
Anticipate rule adoption during Summer 2007
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Other Agency ComponentsOther Agency Components

Innovative Land-Use Planning – FDCA
FDCA is prepared to provide technical assistance to local 
governments as needed

Eliminate Land Application of Residuals – FDEP
FDEP has convened a Technical Advisory Committee to solicit input 
on a working draft of revisions to the Domestic Wastewater 
Residuals Regulation Rule (chapter 62-640, F.A.C.)
Draft Northern Everglades legislation includes language that would 
require demonstration of net phosphorus balance (phosphorus 
import/export) to obtain DEP authorization
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