
Water Reservation Overview for the 
Picayune Strand Restoration Project 
Water Reservation Overview for the 
Picayune Strand Restoration Project

WATER RESOURCES ADVISORY COMMISSION
JULY 3, 2008

WATER RESOURCES ADVISORY COMMISSION
JULY 3, 2008



Presentation OverviewPresentation Overview

Background on Picayune Strand 
Restoration Project
What is a Water Reservation?
Why Do a Water Reservation?
Process for Establishing a Reservation

Background on Picayune Strand 
Restoration Project
What is a Water Reservation?
Why Do a Water Reservation?
Process for Establishing a Reservation



Project Area Project Area 



The “Missing Piece” 
of the Puzzle… 

The “Missing Piece” 
of the Puzzle…

Restores 
ecological 

connectivity 
between publicly 

owned lands 

Restores 
ecological 

connectivity 
between publicly 

owned lands
Collier 

Seminole 
State 
Park

Everglades 
National 

Park

Big 
Cypress 
National 
Preserve

Rural Development

Picayune
Strand

Rookery 
Bay 

National 
Estuarine 
Research 
Preserve

Fakahatchee 
Strand State 

Preserve

Picayune 
Strand State 

Forrest

Florida 
Panther 
National 
Wildlife 
Refuge

10,000 
Islands 
National 
Wildlife 
Refuge



Project Objectives Project Objectives 

Restore pre-drainage hydrology to a 
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Restoration of historic plant and animal 
communities
Increased spatial extent of wetlands
Restoration of sheet flow through Picayune 
Strand towards coastal estuaries (Faka Union 
Bay and other bays of the Ten Thousand Islands 
region)
Increased groundwater levels
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system by the Project required by Section 601(h) 
of the 2000 Water Resources Development Act 
(WRDA) 

State required to protect water for natural system using 
its reservation or allocation authority

State also agreed to protect existing water for the 
natural system using its reservation or allocation 
authority
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WRDA 2000 requires that the reservation 
or allocation be complete prior to signing 
a Partnership Agreement to receive 
federal funding for Project construction 
and operation
SFWMD has determined the reservation is 
the most appropriate tool to protect water 
for the Picayune Strand Restoration 
Project
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A water reservation is a legal mechanism 
to set aside water for the protection of fish 
and wildlife or the public health and safety

Authority: F.S. 373.223(4)
Programmatic Guidance: Department of 
Environmental Protection Rule F.A.C. 62-
40.474
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Under what circumstance can a reservation be used?

Aid in a recovery of prevention strategy for a water 
resource with an established minimum flow and level
Aid in restoration of natural systems which provide fish 
and wildlife habitat
Protect flow or levels that support fish and wildlife before 
harm occurs
Protect fish and wildlife within an Outstanding Florida 
Water, an Aquatic Preserve, a state park, or other publicly 
owned conservation lands with significant ecological value
Prevent withdrawals in any other circumstance required to 
protect fish and wildlife
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Step One – Rule Development

Rule Development Workshops
First workshop held July 17 in Naples, FL
Attendees: Collier County Water Dept, U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service, City of Naples Utilities, Conservancy 
of Southwest Florida, Collier Enterprises, Florida Park 
Service and other stakeholders
Main Issues

How does the reservation impact existing permit holders and 
new uses?
Does the reservation protect sufficient water north of the 
pump stations for the protection of fish and wildlife?
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Scientific Peer Review conducted June 24-26, 
2008 at Rookery Bay Estuarine Research 
Reserve

Purpose:  to determine if the proposed 
linkage between hydrology and its 
associated effects on fish and wildlife is 
scientifically sound
Review based on best available 
information
All data, methods, assumptions and 
models subject were reviewed
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Governing Board authorizes publication of the draft

Opens opportunity for public to petition the rule
Public hearing to make any final changes

Published with Department of State and rule 
becomes effective
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Rule development initiated:  February 2008
Scientific peer review of scientific data to support 
water reservation:  June 24-26 2008
Workshops to develop rules: 
June17, July 24, and August 2008
Seek Governing Board approval to publish the final 
draft rule in Florida Administrative Weekly: 
October 2008
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