
SOUTH FLORIDA WATER MANAGEMENT DISTRICT 
WATER RESOURCES ADVISORY COMMISSION 

RECREATION ISSUES WORKSHOP, Monday, April 14, 2008 
5:00-8:00 P.M., Building B-1, Auditorium 

3301 Gun Club Road, West Palm Beach, FL  
 

MEETING SUMMARY 
 
This is a summary of the WRAC Recreation Issues Workshop on April 14, 2008, 
at SFWMD in West Palm Beach, FL.  This report will be posted on 
http://my.sfwmd.gov/wrac.  
 
Future Presentations/Meetings Requested: 

• Presentation on Lake Istokpoga boat ramp 
• Presentation to Everglades Coordinating Council re: Access at L-6 

Canal 
• Meeting on-site to discuss public safety buffer at STA-1, West Public 

Access area 
• Stakeholder meeting on Kissimmee Chain of Lakes Public Use and 

Access 
• Broward Greenway/Trail - WCA-2 West Levee:  Need On-site meeting 

re: small pedestrian/bicycle bridge and removal of Brazilian pepper. 
• On-site meeting re: Chandler Slough public safety buffer. 
• USACE: Update on 10-Mile Creek Boat Ramp 
• Stakeholder Review of Lake Kissimmee Boat Ramp Design 

 
Item 1:  David Lithgow, Chair, WRAC Recreation Issues, welcomed everyone 
and asked people to introduce themselves. 
 
Item 2:   Rick Smith, SFWMD WRAC Facilitator, reviewed the Future Meetings 
calendar (see “Future Meetings” below).   
   
Item 3:  Jerry Krenz, Division of Land Stewardship, briefed the group about 
recreation access, public use plans, and a pilot bank fishing program for the 
Stormwater Treatment areas, SFWMD Expedited Projects and Comprehensive 
Everglades Restoration Plan projects. 
Discussion: 

Stormwater Treatment Areas (STAs): 
• Public access to STA-1, West during the hunting season (a public access 

facility at STA-1, West is expected to open in June). 
• Need for a safety buffer because public access will be provided during 

hunting season. 
• SFWMD should consider closing to public access on hunting days.  This 

is common for Wildlife Management Areas operated by the Florida Fish 
and Wildlife Conservation Commission (FWCC). 
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• Question about other recreation access (kayaks/canoes) to the STAs 
was discussed.  SFWMD:  Access to exterior canals outside the STA 
levee currently allowed. 

• STA-1, East:  a pilot bank-fishing program, (Public Access site on 
Southern Boulevard in Palm Beach County), will begin following the May 
7 site dedication.  Catch and release bank fishing will be allowed on the 
interior banks from Friday to Monday.  The program will be evaluated 
after six months. 

• Discussed ability to fish in areas where aquatic vegetation comes up to 
the bank.  FWCC and SFWMD staff have walked the area and there are 
many excellent fishing spots at the site. 

• Hunting in STA-2:  Participants were informed at the meeting that 
waterfowl and small game hunting would be authorized for the coming 
season.  Note:  SFWMD staff has learned since the 4/14 meeting that 
there is a construction conflict, so STA-2 will not be open for hunting this 
season. 

• STA-3/4:  The Harold A. Campbell Boat Ramp and Recreation Site is 
open and fishing has been excellent in the area. 

Expedited Projects (formerly “Acceler8 Projects”): 
• The Compartment B Buildout project in the Everglades Agricultural Area 

(EAA) is proceeding.  An existing public crossing of the L-6 Canal in the 
area will have to be removed, limiting access to the east side of the canal.  
Alternatives to provide continued access are currently being evaluated. 

• Access at the Okeelanta Bridge will remain open providing access along 
the L-6 levees. 

• Workshop participants agreed that a presentation, with maps showing 
location of planned pumps, structures and access points, should be made  
to the Everglades Coordinating Council during its next meeting. 

Comprehensive Everglades Restoration Plan (CERP): 
• Public meetings to hear comments about the draft CERP Master 

Recreation Plan have been held in April and three will be held in May 
(schedule was handed out). 

• The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) will conduct an Ethnographic 
Study, to include the Gladesman/Swamp Folk Cultures. 

• Need boat ramp at 10-mile Creek Reservoir.  USACE representative said 
the request would be forwarded to the 10-Mile Creek project managers 
and a report would be provided at next meeting.  Staff does not anticipate 
changes to the levee to accommodate a boat ramp. 

• Site 1 Impoundment and C-11 access projects are being designed. 
• An Overlook Tower and Bird Watching Platform are being planned for the 

Biscayne Bay Coastal Wetlands project.  The Village of Cutler Bay will be 
a partner on these projects. 

 
Item 4:  Land Stewardship Division Update – Dan Cotter provided update.  
Two representatives of Polk County Parks and Recreation Department answered 
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questions about the proposed operational rules for the Lake Kissimmee Boat 
Ramp/Campground. 
Discussion: 
Lake Kissimmee Boat Ramp/Campground (Shady Oaks) 

• Need stakeholder review of the 60% design plans. 
• Need to assure access after 10:00 p.m. 
• Ramp accessible 24/7; not the campground 
• Rule enforcement to be accomplished by caretaker and law enforcement 

officers. 
• Participants requested FWCC be a party to the agreement.   
• Agreement/Partnership with Polk County has already been approved by 

SFWMD Governing Board Resolution. 
• Polk County provided letter of intent to SFWMD agreeing to keep boat 

ramp open 24/7 and allow firearms if cased and unloaded.  Polk County 
assuming full liability. 

• Questions about alcohol, side-arms, “3-Strike Rule” etc. 
• Idle zone – needs to be researched. 
Allapattah: 
• SFWMD needs to consider adding designated camping sites at Allapattah.  

There is only one now. 
• Need to review current system for issuing quota permits.  Few people are 

drawing down many permits. 
• Cottage Road improvement:  SFWMD staff will evaluate. 
Hunting on Undesignated Lands: 
• Comment that budget cuts may mean large parcels acquired for SFWMD 

may not be used as quickly for projects.  Need to review those lands to 
allow hunting/fishing in the interim. 

• Staff will review. 
Rocky Glades: 
• ATV access to Rocky Glades was discussed. 
Broward Greenway/Trail – WCA-2 West Levee: 
• Request SFWMD staff evaluate ability to build small pedestrian/bicycle 

bridge to keep from having to walk/run/ride on US 27. Staff will evaluate. 
Rough Island/Johnson Island: 
• Treatment of hunters by FWCC officers not as it should be, especially in 

these areas.  FWCC will look into the issue. 
Future Meetings: 

• June 16, 2008, Lower West Coast Service Center, 2301 MacGregor 
Blvd., Ft. Myers, FL, 5-8:00 p.m. 

• August 11, 2008 at SFWMD, Building B1 Auditorium, West Palm 
Beach, 5-8:00 p.m. 

• October 13, Ft. Lauderdale, FL, place to be announced, 5-8 p.m. 
• December 15, 2008, Building B-1 Auditorium, West Palm Beach, FL, 

5-8:00 p.m. 
Meeting Adjourned at 7:30 p.m.  
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