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Environmental Quality 
Incentive Program 

(EQIP)
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EQIP Authorized Funding Levels

$1,200,000,000 for fiscal year 2008;
$1,337,000,000 for fiscal year 2009; 
$1,450,000,000 for fiscal year 2010;
$1,588,000,000 for fiscal year 2011; 
and $1,750,000,000 in fiscal year 2012.
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EQIP Statutory Changes

Payment limitation are reduced from 
$450,000 to $300,000 for the length of 
the Farm Bill. 
Payments received for technical assistance 
shall not be included in this limitation.
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EQIP Statutory Changes

Opportunities for additional conservation 
assistance to organic producers agreeing to 
develop and carry out organic system plans.
Payments for organic production may not exceed 
in aggregate $20,000 per year or $80,000 during 
the life of the farm bill for installing conservation 
practices.
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EQIP Statutory Changes
Forest management and conservation practices 

related to organic production have been given 
stronger emphasis
Conservation activities now authorize the 
development of comprehensive nutrient 
management plans and other plans as 
determined by the Secretary

Note: This authorizes use of EQIP financial assistance 
dollars for those planning activities as deemed 
appropriate by the Chief.
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EQIP Statutory Changes

Eligibility for increased payments is expanded to 
include socially disadvantaged farmers and 
ranchers in addition to previously authorized 
beginning and limited resource farmers and 
ranchers. 
Allows for these producers to receive advance 
payment up to 30 percent for the purposes of 
purchasing materials and services
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Florida EQIP Funding Accounts
CIG, State Component $150,000.00

Beginning Farmer or Rancher $391,607.00

Indian Tribal $300,000.00

Limited Resource Farmer or 
Rancher

$391,607.00

Organic $500,000.00

Partnership $949,929.00
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Florida EQIP Funding Accounts, 
cont’d..

Planning $500,000.00

Socially Disadvantaged $501,000.00

Northern Everglades 
Restoration Area

$2,200,000.00

Confined Livestock 
Operations

$1,500,00.00
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Florida EQIP Funding Accounts, 
cont’d..

Springshed Protection $700,000.00
Administrative Area 1 $1,450,000.00
Administrative Area 2 $1,450,000.00
Administrative Area 3 $1,450,000.00
Administrative Area 4 $1,450,000.00
Suwannee $700,000.00
Forestry $750,000.00
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Conservation Innovation 
Grants (CIG)

The fiscal year 2009 Announcement for 
Program Funding (APF) for CIG was 
published in www.grants.gov on Friday, 
January 16, 2009
The application deadline has been 
extended to March 20, 2009

http://www.grants.gov/
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Agriculture Water 
Enhancement Program (AWEP)

AWEP Notice of Request for Proposals 
(RFP) published in the Federal Register on 
January 14, 2009
Proposals submitted to the Chief must be 
postmarked by April 1, 2009
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AWEP Statutory Purpose

Promote ground and surface water 
conservation and improve water quality on 
agricultural lands by:

Entering into partnership agreements with partners 
on a regional level to benefit working agricultural 
land.
Entering into contracts with, and making payments 
to, producers to carry out agricultural water 
enhancement activities; or



14

AWEP Authorized Funding 
Levels:

$73,000,000 for fiscal year 2009; 
$73,000,000 for fiscal year 2010;
$74,000,000 for fiscal year 2011; 
and $60,000,000 in fiscal year 2012
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Key Points
Producer Applications & Contracts

Applications for AWEP funds will be 
available at local USDA service center.
To receive assistance through AWEP, 
producers must meet EQIP eligibility 
requirements, are subject to EQIP 
payment limitations, and other program 
policy requirements.
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Key Points

Entity Eligibility for partnership agreements
Eligible entities include:
• Federally recognized Indian Tribes,
• States,
• Units of local government,
• Agricultural or silvicultural associations (or other 

groups of such producers), or
• Other nongovernmental organizations that have 

experience working with agricultural producers.
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Cooperative Conservation 
Partnership Initiative (CCPI)
Request for Proposals that will promote 
the development and demonstration of 
innovative conservation practices, and
delivery methods, such as for specialty 
crop and organic production and precision 
agriculture producers
Opportunity to leverage non federal funds
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Wildlife Habitat Incentive 
Program 
(WHIP)
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WHIP Statutory ChangesWHIP Statutory Changes

Authorized funding level to the Authorized funding level to the 
maximum extent practicable is maximum extent practicable is 
$85,000,000 each of fiscal years 2008 $85,000,000 each of fiscal years 2008 
through 2012.through 2012.

(Florida currently has $741,000 (Florida currently has $741,000 
available in financial assistance funds available in financial assistance funds 
for FY 2009)for FY 2009)
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WHIP Statutory ChangesWHIP Statutory Changes

Places an Increased Emphasis on Initiatives:Places an Increased Emphasis on Initiatives:
The Secretary has discretionary authority to give The Secretary has discretionary authority to give 
priority to projects that would address issues raised priority to projects that would address issues raised 
by State, regional, and national conservation by State, regional, and national conservation 
initiatives.initiatives.

Creates an annual payment limitation:Creates an annual payment limitation:
Payments made to a person or legal entity, directly Payments made to a person or legal entity, directly 
or indirectly, under the program may not exceed, in or indirectly, under the program may not exceed, in 
the aggregate, $50,000 per year.  the aggregate, $50,000 per year.  (Florida will limit (Florida will limit 
contract amounts to $35,000.)contract amounts to $35,000.)
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WHIP Significant Rule ChangesWHIP Significant Rule Changes

Eligible Land:Eligible Land:
Private agricultural landPrivate agricultural land
Nonindustrial private forest landNonindustrial private forest land
Indian landIndian land

Ineligible land:Ineligible land:
Publicly owned land (Federal, State, County, or local Publicly owned land (Federal, State, County, or local 

government)government)
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Grassland Reserve Program 
(GRP)
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Program Purpose 

Assists landowners and operators in 
protecting grazing uses and related 
conservation values by restoring and 
conserving grassland resources
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Enrollment Options

Permanent easements
10, 15, and 20 year rental contracts
Restoration agreements
Cooperative agreements with eligible 
partners/entities
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GRP Changes

Restoration cost share rate limited to 
50%; maximum annual payment is 
$50,000
60% of funds for easements
40% of funds for rental contracts
There is no minimum acreage 
requirement
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Easement Compensation

Can not be more than the FMV of the 
land, minus the grazing value
For rental contracts, no more than 
75% of the grazing value will be paid
Annual payment limitation of 
$50,000 for rental contracts
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Farm and Ranch Land 
Protection Program 

(FRPP)
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Program Purpose

To protect agricultural use and related 
conservation values of eligible land 
by limiting non-agricultural uses of 
the land.
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Eligible Lands

Privately owned land on a farm or 
ranch that contains one of the 
following:
Prime, unique, or statewide or locally 
important soil
Historical or archaeological resources
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Eligible Lands

Include cropland, rangeland, 
grassland, pasture land, and 
forestland which cannot exceed two-
thirds of the easement acreaqe.
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Application Procedure

Eligible entities submit FRPP proposals to 
the State Conservationist throughout the 
year
Ranking of applications will be announced 
by the State Conservationist 60 days before 
the ranking date. (Ranking Date June 1, 
2009)
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Wetland Reserve Program 
(WRP)
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Program Purpose
Purchase conservation easements 
(permanent or 30-year) 
Enter into 30-year contracts (only on 
tribal lands)
Or, restoration cost share agreements 
with eligible landowners who voluntarily 
cooperate to restore, protect, or enhance 
wetlands
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Landowner Eligibility

Private landowners and Tribes are eligible 
to participate
Government entities are not eligible
Land must have been owned for 7 years
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Wetlands Reserve 
Enhancement Program (WREP)

The purpose of WREP is to target and 
leverage resources to address high priority 
wetlands protection, restoration, and 
enhancement objectives.
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WREP

Agreements for WREP can be with States
(including a political subdivision or agency 
of a State) nongovernmental 
organizations, and Indian Tribes.
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WREP

Funding for WREP agreements will be 
announced in the Federal Register
The announcement will provide details on 
the priorities for funding, ranking criteria, 
level of funding, etc
The NRCS Chief will determine the funding 
level for WREP on an annual basis  
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WREP

Reserved Rights Pilot:
Under the reserved rights pilot, a
landowner may reserve grazing rights in
the warranty easement deed or 30-year
contract, if the State Conservationist
determines that the reservation and use
of the grazing rights
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