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DecDec--JanJan--FebFeb FebFeb--MarMar--AprApr

• The CPC outlook for the dry season shows increased chances of below- 
normal rainfall.

• This has changed from one month ago when they indicated equal 
chances of below-normal (B), normal (N), or above-normal (A) rainfall for 
the 1st part of the dry season.

U. S. Seasonal Precipitation OutlookU. S. Seasonal Precipitation Outlook 
National Climate Prediction Center (CPC)National Climate Prediction Center (CPC)

http://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/predictions//multi_season/13_seasonal_outlooks/color/churchill.php
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WCA-3A Stage and Regulation Schedule
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H. Gordon Nov 14, 1994
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Comparison of Everglades Water Depths (Sept-Nov 2008)
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How will Lake Okeechobee stages How will Lake Okeechobee stages 
behave during the dry season?behave during the dry season?

•• Depends on rainfallDepends on rainfall

•• Projections provided monthly by SFWMD Projections provided monthly by SFWMD 
Hydrologic and Environmental Systems Hydrologic and Environmental Systems 
Modeling (HESM) Department Modeling (HESM) Department 

•• Position AnalysisPosition Analysis
–– Each year starts with current hydrologic Each year starts with current hydrologic 

conditionsconditions
–– 41 141 1--yr simulations of system response to yr simulations of system response to 

historical rainfall conditionshistorical rainfall conditions
–– Statistical summaries used to display projectionsStatistical summaries used to display projections

back



> 70% Chance of stage within Regulatory Bands through March
< 8% Chance of stage falling in Water Shortage Band before May
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Analog years with similar climatological conditions (ENSO 
neutral) to the current 2008 and forecast 2009 conditions
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Comparison of Everglades Water Depths (Aug & Oct 2008)

Source: SFWMD South Florida Water Depth Assessment Tool (SFWDAT)
using data from the SFWMD & USGS National Water Information System
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2008 Wet Season

2 June – 1 Nov

38.93 inches

117% (+5.72 inches)

4 months (5 is normal)

¼ of total rainfall was 
from tropical systems



El Nino is not currently forecast to happen in 2008-09, 
thus these high stage events are not as likely to occur.
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La Nina is not currently forecast to happen in 2008-09, 
thus these low stage events are not as likely to occur.
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