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Overview
Annual update of list for setting 
Minimum Flows and Levels 
(MFLs)

Florida Department of 
Environmental Protection 
approves annual update

SFWMD Three-Step Process
• Compile scientific information
• Conduct peer review 
• Initiate rule development



Priority List Approach

Legal protection needed 
for CERP projects

Focus on water bodies not 
covered by existing MFL, 
Restricted Allocation Area 
or Reservation rules

Identify appropriate tool 
for each water body



Areas Covered by Rules 
Protecting Water for the Natural 
System from Consumptive Uses

Minimum Flows and 
Levels

Restricted Allocation 
Areas

Water Reservations



Minimum Flows and Levels Rules 

Authority - 373.042 
and 373.0421, F.S.

Identify point at which 
further withdrawals 
will cause “significant 
harm” to the water 
resources of the area



Existing Minimum Flows 
and Levels Water Bodies

MFL Prevention Waterbodies
• Biscayne aquifer
• Lower West Coast aquifers
• St Lucie Estuary
• Lake Istokpoga
• Northeastern Florida Bay

MFL Recovery Waterbodies
• Lake Okeechobee
• Everglades
• Caloosahatchee River
• Northwest Fork of Loxahatchee 

River



Future Application of Minimum Flows
and Levels (2011/2012)

Water resources 
currently being studied 
for development of 
future MFLs  include:
• Estero Bay

• Rookery Bay



Criteria for Permit Issuance – 373.223(1), F.S.
• reasonable, beneficial – “economic and efficient utilization”

• does not interfere with presently existing legal use

• consistent with the public interest

Examples
• Regional Water Availability Rule – effective April 23, 2007

• Lake Okeechobee Service Area Water Availability Rule –
effective October 14, 2008

• Central Florida Coordination Area Groundwater Allocation 
Rule – effective February 13, 2008

Restricted Allocation Area Rules



Restricted Allocation Areas

North Palm/Loxahatchee 
River Watershed
Everglades and Lower East 
Coast 
Lake Okeechobee Service 
Area
Central Florida 
Coordination Area



Application of Restricted Allocation Areas
to support CERP Projects in 2010

Apply existing Regional 
Water Availability Rule
• Site 1 Impoundment 

• Broward County Water 
Preserve Areas

• C-111 Spreader Canal 
– Western  

New Rule Development
• Biscayne Bay, 

including Biscayne 
Bay Coastal Wetlands 
Project



Water Reservation Rules

Authority - 373.223(4) FS

Set aside water for 
protection of fish and 
wildlife or for public 
health and safety

No harm standard

Existing legal uses 
protected, unless 
contrary to the public 
interest



Water Reservation 
Water Bodies
Existing Rules
• Picayune Strand and 

Fakahatchee Estuary
• Effective July 2, 2009

Rules under development 
- complete in 2010
• North Fork of the St. Lucie 

River (Indian River Lagoon –
South Project)

• Kissimmee Basin Upper Chain 
of Lakes

• Kissimmee River and 
Floodplain



Initiate Rule Development to 
Reserve Water in 2010

Caloosahatchee River (C-43) West Basin Reservoir  



Thank you
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