
South Florida Water Management District
Water Resources Advisory Commission  

Recreational Issues Workshop
December  14, 2009



Exotic Plant Control

Exotics Treated this year‐2065 acres

Lygodium (Climbing Fern) 
Brazilian Pepper
Primrose Willow
Melaleuca
Smut Grass
Cogon Grass

Biological Control
Tropical Soda Apple
Lygodium



Climbing Fern 
Infestation 



Prescribed Burning 
Burns in 2009 (calendar)‐ total 1293 acres

Starvation Slough‐700 acres
Hickory Hammock‐193 acres
No Name Slough‐350 acres
Liar’s Den‐ 50 acres

Planned Burns for 2010 (FY)‐total 3000

Turkey Hammock East – 350 acres
Yates Marsh –150 acres
KICCO – ca. 1500 acres
Chandler Slough – 400 acres
Ft. Basinger‐ 200 acres
Grassy Island‐ ca. 400 acres



Fencing / Posting

Recent Lykes Bros. acquisitions in
Pools C & D

Chandler Slough additions

Old fence replacement at KICCO 

Sixteen miles of fence built and posted



Vegetation Management 

Shredding, mowing, bush 
hogging‐ 456 acres

Includes :

Trailhead mowing 

Mowing stretches of Florida Trail

Shredding overgrown vegetation in 
preparation for Rx burns 

Clearing fence lines in preparation for 
new or replacement fencing 



Feral Swine Control

Forty one hogs were removed 
from lands along the 
Kissimmee River  this 
calendar  year.
A new hog removal agent for the river 
has been contracted with for the 09‐
10 fiscal year  to include all lands on 
the river.

The entire boundary of KICCO is in the 
process of being fenced to exclude hogs .



Public Use Numbers

# Permits # People # Permits # People # Permits # People # Permits # People # Permits # People # Permits # People # Permits # People # Permits # People # Permits # People # Permits # People # Permits # People # Permits # People
Blanket Bay Marsh Camping/Hunting 2 11 4 10 3 8 1 4 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 6 2 9 3 14 16 62

Boney Marsh Camping 1 1 0 0 0 0 1 10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 3 0 0 1 1 4 15

Chandler Slough Camping 0 0 1 6 2 14 0 0 0 0 1 4 0 0 0 0 3 6 3 10 8 26 18 66
Chandler Slough Equestrian 3 16 5 16 4 17 5 17 1 2 0 0 5 11 3 9 5 17 1 4 1 2 33 111
Chandler Slough Game Scouting 0 0 1 3 2 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 3 5

Cornwell (C-Lock) Camping 36 73 42 98 77 170 28 62 10 29 4 14 2 5 6 27 20 38 21 37 19 64 265 617

Fort Basinger Camping 1 4 0 0 1 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 5 3 11

Hickory Hammock Camping 28 125 29 182 23 90 6 33 4 27 1 4 2 5 4 14 8 31 7 322 25 143 137 976
Hickory Hammock Equestrian 21 90 17 303 16 86 12 65 6 21 1 2 7 45 6 44 4 15 5 17 12 45 107 733
Hickory Hammock Game Scouting 7 15 7 32 1 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 5 16 0 0 20 65
Hickory Hammock Other* 4 20 7 35 2 22 2 16 6 30 1 20 1 7 0 0 2 20 2 22 6 66 33 258

KICCO Camping 1 5 4 119 5 80 3 12 1 10 1 10 2 38 3 23 6 22 10 41 7 19 43 379
KICCO Equestrian 0 0 1 25 1 5 2 11 2 8 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 8 0 0 8 57
KICCO Game Scouting 11 36 7 11 35 67 11 18 0 0 0 0 3 15 12 45 22 42 18 45 3 8 122 287
KICCO Other* 2 50 3 14 3 27 6 30 1 2 1 3 0 0 0 0 17 70 7 52 4 15 44 263

Micco Landing Camping 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 2 1 4 2 6
Micco Landing Equestrian 1 5 1 1 3 13 4 13 1 1 0 0 0 0 1 2 0 0 2 5 2 7 15 47

Oak Creek North/South Camping 4 55 0 0 3 14 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 4 6 15 13 49 15 62 42 199

Starvation Slough Camping 2 4 3 28 4 16 3 12 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 6 18 9 29 12 37 39 144
Starvation Slough/No Name Slough Equestrian 1 4 7 27 7 29 1 4 3 17 3 16 1 3 2 7 6 33 4 12 4 14 39 166
Starvation Slough Game Scouting 0 0 1 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 2

Yates Marsh North/South Camping 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 4 13 6 18 10 31
Yates Marsh North/South Equestrian 1 5 1 7 1 5 4 22 6 26 8 31 6 31 3 25 5 25 1 12 3 18 39 207
Total by Year 126 519 141 919 193 669 89 329 41 173 21 104 29 160 41 200 112 361 117 705 133 568 1043 4707
*Other includes:  Contractor entry, Trail
   maintenance, Day use

Totals  Per LocationJul Aug Sep Oct Nov

Total Permits issued for Kissimmee River Properties
January through November 2009 

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun



New Camping Opportunities
Six  sites have been designated as 

drive‐in camp sites:

Starvation Slough 
Oak Creek
Micco Landing 
Chandler Slough
Yates Marsh (two)

These are in addition to existing 
drive‐in sites at KICCO (four) and at 
the Hickory Hammock Equestrian 
Center.

New  & improved on‐line Special 
Use License  system



Istokpoga Canal Boat Ramp Area
Features:

Double concrete boat ramp
Airboat ramp
Thirty vehicle / boat parking spaces 
(two handicap designated)
Two pavilions w/ tables and grills
Seventeen picnic areas (four ADA 
accessible)
Twenty two vehicle parking spaces 
(two handicap designated)
Toilet facilities
Night lighting

Hickory Hammock Trailhead:
Includes pedestrian and horse access

gate and horse rig parking



Miscellaneous Activities
Bat house built at Istokpoga Canal Boat Ramp Area

Butterfly surveys at Hickory Hammock , Boney Marsh, 
Oak Creek and Starvation Slough

Apiary leases at Hickory Hammock, Starvation Slough, 
Chandler Slough, Oak Creek

Camp host at Hickory Hammock Equestrian Center

Tortoise Relocation Program



Questions and Discussion
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