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Lake Okeechobee Fire Management PlanLake Okeechobee Fire Management Plan

Fall 2008 Fall 2008 -- An interagency team consisting of An interagency team consisting of 
SFWMD, FFWCC, DOF and Audubon staff was SFWMD, FFWCC, DOF and Audubon staff was 
formed to develop a Fire Management Plan for formed to develop a Fire Management Plan for 
Lake OkeechobeeLake Okeechobee

Draft FMP Draft FMP -- completed March 2009completed March 2009

Final Fire Management Plan Final Fire Management Plan –– summer 2009summer 2009
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WHY DEVELOP A FIRE MANAGEMENT PLAN?

Florida’s wetland and upland plant communities have evolved with fire as

 an essential disturbance process.

Man-made changes to the landscape have altered natural fire frequencies 
and burn patterns and created a need for prescribed burning.

Burning promotes plant species diversity and limits the accumulation of 
organic muck sediments.  

More than 8 million acres of land are burned annually by federal

 

and state 
land managers.  Most burns are conducted to reduce hazardous fuel loads 
and enhance wildlife habitat.



In Florida, lightning strikes 
provided a frequent ignition 
source for wildfires.
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●

 

Man-made barriers restrict the natural occurrence and movement of fire. 

●

 

Prescribed fire offers managers a tool to; 
a) Reintroduce fire to maintain diverse marsh landscapes
b) Lessen the threat of damaging wildfires
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STA5 –

 

Cell 1A
Miami River



Plant distribution and 
fire frequency are 
strongly influenced by 
hydrologic conditions in

 Lake Okeechobee’s 
100,000 acre marsh
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The area of burnable 
marsh  increases as 
lake stage decreases
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Before implementing a prescribed 
burn managers need to evaluate 
fuel loads and know “what’s 
there”



Fire containment and smoke 
management are priority safety 
concerns.  Reducing the frequency of 
large marsh fires that burn for days is 
one of our goals. 
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To reduce 
the size of 
a permitted 
burn, the 
marsh has 
been 
divided into 
five regions 
that are 
separated 
by fire 
breaks.  
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Use inundated and/or 
previously burned areas 
as natural fire breaks to 
limit the size of a fire 
within a burn unit
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Potential 2009 burn target

Areas near Cochran’s 
Pass that contain thick 
layers of

 
dead cattail 

thatch that did not burn in 
2007 or 2008.
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Impacts of burning on wildlife must 
be considered –

 
frequency, timing 

and location are important
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