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Average
Wet Season 
(Jun – Oct)

34 inches

Wet Season (so far) 
June 1 – Sep 28

District wide 29.8 inches
104% of Normal or 

+ 1.1 inches
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Comparison of Everglades Water Depths (April & May 2009)
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Source: SFWMD South Florida Water Depth Assessment Tool (SFWDAT) 



Comparison of Everglades Water Depths (July & Sep 2009)
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Source: SFWMD South Florida Water Depth Assessment Tool (SFWDAT) 







Oct-Dec Jan-Mar

• The CPC outlook for Oct-Dec shows a slight increased chance of
above-normal (A) rainfall for central (40%) and south (45%) Florida.
• The outlook for Jan-Mar shows increased chances of above-normal (A)
rainfall for central (55%) and south (58%) Florida.
• Note: If there are no increased chances, the probability of above-normal is 33%.

U. S. Seasonal Precipitation Outlook
National Climate Prediction Center (CPC)

http://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/predictions//multi_season/13_seasonal_outlooks/color/churchill.php



(no hits 
through 
30-Sep)



Hurricane Season 
Ends November 30

…still 2 months left



Lake Okeechobee Stage Forecast

• Future Lake stage depends on future rainfall

• Projections provided monthly by SFWMD 
Hydrologic and Environmental Systems 
Modeling (HESM) Department 

• Position Analysis
– Each year starts with current hydrologic conditions
– 41 1-yr simulations of system response to historical 

rainfall conditions
– Statistical summaries used to display projections



Wet Season (Jun-Oct)

>95% chance stage is in the base-flow 
subband or above by the end of January. 
(Aug PA estimate was >95% by end of wet season)

About  15% chance stage will 
be > 16’ by end of wet season.
(Aug PA estimate was 20%)



Chances are low (~10%) for severe low Lake stages 
next spring, however low stages are still possible.



Growing El Nino conditions indicate small increased chance
for above-normal rainfall in the 2009-2010 dry season;
and possible higher than normal Lake stages.
(Poor correlations between El Nino and wet season rainfall)



Questions?
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