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Carter, Annette

From: Mielke, Marty [Marty.Mielke@myfloridahouse.gov]

Sent:  Friday, December 12, 2008 12:00 PM

To: River of Grass

Subject: Request to Governor Crist to delay vote on US Sugar Purchase

December 6, 2008

Honorable Charlie Crist
Governor of Florida

PL 05 The Capitol

400 South Monroe Street
Tallahassee FL 32399-0001

Dear Governor Crist:

On Monday the South Florida Water Management District Governing Board is expected to vote on the
$1.34 billion proposal to purchase 180,000 acres of land owned by United States Sugar Corporation.

When the buyout was announced in late June, | wrote your office concerning the “economic transition
plan” you were proposing for the Glades area. At that time government leaders were requesting
information on what would be offered to attract new economic development opportunities and provide
job creation in the region. On June 27, 2008 I received a letter from Dale Brill, Director, Office of
Tourism, Trade and Economic Development, advising his office would be working closely with the
“communities, their local governments, state agencies, business and elected leaders to begin charting a
transition for the region”. A staff person with OTTED visited the region for input from the citizens and
now nearly six months later, local elected officials and I are still waiting for a plan.

While we understand 1,700 jobs will not disappear immediately, it is of great concern to the
communities that no transition plan has been offered. Just as the public had an opportunity to provide
input on the land acquisition proposal, they should also be afforded an opportunity to scrutinize a
transition plan.

Without a plan to replace 1,700 jobs I can’t in good faith support this proposal; no governmental entity
involved has delivered on an economic re-development plan, and furthermore, a replacement on the
Governing Board hasn’t been filled as well. Another promise not fulfilled.

As leaders of our state we have a moral obligation to ensure citizens are protected from any undue harm
from a government entity. | hope you will agree the residents of the Glades have heard enough
promises; it is time for solutions. A final vote by the South Florida Water Management Governing
Board must be postponed until all promises are fulfilled.

Sincerely,

Q

12/12/2008
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Denise Grimsley
Representative, District 77

Cc:  Honorable Ray Sansom, Speaker
House of Representatives
Honorable Dean Cannon, Chair
Finance & Tax Council
Mike Sole, Secretary
Department of Environmental Protection
Eric Buermann, Chairman
South Florida Water Management District Governing Board
Carol A. Wehle, Executive Director
South Florida Water Management District

12/12/2008
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Carter, Annette

From: Shinn, Charles [Charles.Shinn@ffbf.org]
Sent:  Friday, December 12, 2008 11:18 AM
To: River of Grass

Subject: Florida Farm Bureau Federation Opposes U.S. Sugar Acquistion

At its meeting on Dec. 10, the boatd of ditectors of the Florida Farm Bureau Federation (FFBF), the state’s
largest general interest agricultural organization, declared its opposition to the acquisition of U.S. Sugas
Cotp. lands by the South Florida Water Management District. The Federation firmly supports the rights of

private propetty owners to acquire, use and sell property but opposes the unnecessaty acquisition of more
land by government.

The Federation is also concerned that the proposed purchase would drain funding and focus away from
implementation of the Comprehensive Everglades Restoration Plan and other initiatives in which much
time and funding have been invested. The purchase of U.S. Sugat’s land would likely cause thousands of
acres of productive agticultural land to be removed from local tax rolls, leaving local communities struggling
to make up for the loss of ad valotem tax revenues and endangering their future. Further, the plan for the
SFWMD to putrchase U.S. Sugat’s land, then to lease it back to the company over a seven-year petiod at a
bargain rate would create unfair competitive advantages over other South Flotida agricultural producers.

The Flotida Farm Burcau Federation is the state’s largest general-interest agricultural organization with more
than 137,000 membet-families statewide. There are Farm Bureaus in 61 counties in Florida. Headquartered
in Gainesville, the Federation is an independent, non-profit agricultural organization and is not associated
with any arm of government.

Charles M. Shinn Ili, Asst. Director
Government & Community Affairs
Ficrida Farm Bureau Federation
PO Box 690342

Vero Beach, FL 32969-0342
352-538-0853 Mobile
772-778-0932 Office
772-539-0403 Fax
charles.shinn@ffbf.org

il Abtrndatit..

12/12/2008
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Carter, Annette

From: jennifer hecker [jenniferh@conservancy.org]

Sent: Friday, December 12, 2008 2:33 PM

To: River of Grass; cjdauray@embargmail.com; Buermann, Eric; Montgomery, Jerry, Meeker,
Melissa; Collins, Mike; Rooney, Patrick; Huck Jr., Paul; Estenoz, Shannon

Cc: charlie.crist@myflorida.com; Michael scle@dep.state.fl.us

Subject: Conservancy of Southwest Florida's comments regarding pending on US Sugar Land
Acquisition

Importance: High
Attachments: US Sugar Land Purchase 12_12_08 Ltr to SFWMD.pdf

The Conservancy of Southwest Florida respectfully submits the attached comments in support of the US Sugar
lands purchase for your consideration. Please feel free to contact me with any guestions you have regarding
these comments and thank you for your time and consideration in this matter. Sincerely, Jennifer

Jennifer Hecker

Natural Resource Policy Manager
Conservancy of Southwest Florida
1450 Merrihue Drive

Naples, Florida 34102

(239) 262-0304 x250

FAX 262-5872

Protecting Southwest Florida's unique natural environment and quality of life. . . now and forever.

‘ Please consider the environment before printing this e-maii

This e-mail transmission may contain confidential information protected by law. If you are not the intended
recipient, you are prohibited from reading, printing, saving, disseminating or copying this transmission in any
form. Please defete the message and any attachments without printing, copying, forwarding or saving them, and
notify the sender immediately at the contact information listed above. Failure to do so may be unlawful,

12/12/2008
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CONSERVANCY

December 12, 2008 Of Southwest Florida

Preserving Southwest Flovida's
natural envirenment and
Chairman Eric Buermann quality of life ... now and farever.
South Florida Water Management District
P.C. Box 24680
West Palm Beach, FL 33416-4680

RE: SFWMD Consideration of Purchasing 181,000 acres of U.S. Sugar Lands
Chairman Eric Buermann and SFWMD Governing Board Members:

Theé Conservancy of Southwest Florida, representing our 6,000 members, is writing to express our
strong support for the purchase of the US Sugar lands. Our members have suffered greatly from the
water quality degradation that has wracked our coastline as a result of the polluted releases from Lake
Okeechobee from insufficient water storage and treatment — particularly within the Everglades
Agricultural Area. The purchase of these lands represents one of the most significant opportunities ever
presented in our lifetime to stemming this degradation, as weil as for ensuring South Florida's
sustainability and quality of life.

Despite the economic downturn, this is absolutely the right time to buy these lands because this is a
narrow window of opportunity for meeting our pressing need for additional water storage and treatment
for Everglades restoration and for our growing South Florida population. This is not a corporate bailout.
This is an investment into our own ecological infrastructure that provides a basic necessity, clean
freshwater. As an organization who has worked on Everglades issues for decades, we can
unequivocally say that there is truly no other solution to providing the amount of storage and treatment
needed without this land purchase,

We would ask you to approve moving forward with the contract for purchase, with an improvement to
adjust the land lease-back rate upward to be more competitive with other what other farming lands
($175 ~ 225/acre) are being leased for. This is necessary in order to ensure that the lands being
purchased are not at a competitive disadvantage for swapping lands with other farmers in potential
future efforts to restore flow from Lake Okeechobee to the remaining Everglades.

Truly the future and wellbeing of Southwest Florida’s residents, environment, and long-term economy
lies in your hands with this momentous decision. On behalf of our 6,000 members, we respectfully ask
you to please push forward with supporting this investment to restering the Everglades and preserving
our sustainability.

Sincerely,

nnifer Hecker
Natural Resources Policy Manager

cc. Governor Crist
Secretary Sole, FDEP

1450 Merrihue Drive « Naples, Florida 34102 » 239.262.0304 « Fax 239.262.0672 « www.conservancy.org
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Walker, Reagan

From: Mark Perry [mperry@fos-cc.org]
Sent:  Friday, December 12, 2008 5:13 PM
To: River of Grass

Subject: River of Grass-US Sugar Purchase

Dear SEWMD Governing Board,

The decision before you now as the Governing Board of the South Florida Water Management District
to consider the purchase agreement with the U.S. Sugar Corporation presents the greatest opportunity in
our history for Everglades restoration. Although it is comprehensive and presents many challenges in
the details it is imperative we say “YES” to the purchase of US Sugar farmlands and move forward. In
June Governor Charlie Crist recognized this as a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to Revive the River of
Grass and make the reconnection between Lake Okeechobee and the Everglades. This transaction will
provide the greatest opportunity we have to store and treat water that will benefit America’s Everglades,
Lake Okeechobee and the St. Lucie River and Caloosahatchee River estuaries. We have supported this
position since 2001 and ask you today to say “YES” and truly restore the greater Everglades Ecosystem.

Thank you

Mark Perry
Executive Director
Florida Oceanographic Society

Mark D. Perry

Executive Director

Florida Oceanographic Society
890 NE Ocean Blvd.

Stuart, Florida 34996
772-225-0505 x103
772-225-4725 (Fax)
www.floridagceanographic.org

Florida Oceanographic's mission is to inspire environmental stewardship of Florida's ocean and coastal
ecosystems through education and research.

b% Please consider the environment before printing this e-mail.

12/12/2008



Carter, Annette

From: Bergeron, Christine

Sent: Friday, December 12, 2008 3:26 PM
To: River of Grass

Subject: Phone Message

Received a call from Brian Lamott — 12/12/08 — 3:00 p.m. — 691-9144.

He advised that he was not able to come to the Governing Board Meetings on December 15
and 16 and wanted us to know his feelings.

He feels the purchase of US Sugar has not been thought through and we are wasting the tax
payers’ money.

Christine

Christine Bergeron

Assistant to the Executive Director

South Florida Water Management District

3301 Gun Club Road, West Palm Beach, FL 33406
Phone -- 561 682-6166

Fax -- 561 682-5166

Cell -- 561 248-0804

WATER USE

By s EXTIASE!

5

Florida enjoys a broad public records law -- any emails sent to or from this address are subject to review by the
public at any time.

12/12/2008
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Carter, Annette

From: Carter, Annette

Sent: Friday, December 12, 2008 4:37 PM
To: River of Grass

Subject: Phone Message

Barbara Noles a life long resident of the Glades urges the Board to vote No on the US Sugar land
acquisition.

Annette Carter

Office of Governing Board and Executive Services

(561) 682-6433

ancarter@sfwmd.gov

Florida enjoys a broad public records law - any emails sent to or from this address are subject to review by the

public at any time.
saaaes ’m% M““"‘”V‘%&M. R e g s,
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Carter, Annette

From: Marilyn McCorvey [mccorvey1953@yahoo.com)
Sent: Friday, December 12, 2008 11:03 AM

To: Michael Sole@dep.state.fl.us

Cc: River of Grass

Secretary Sole,

Please hear the pleadings of the people of the Glades regarding the purchase of the USSC land by
SFWMD. This is a government bail out of a private company that has absolutely no merit. There is no
plan, moreover the State of Florida does not have the money to strap the taxpayers of the 16 counties
represented by the SFWMD by completing this contract. Please do not sign the contract next week.
Please get more information on what the plan might consist of. Hendry County is one of the poorest
counties in the State and we cannot afford this monumental debt. Hendry County is looking for ways to
continue educating our children, the county and city are searching every avenue to continue giving our
citizens quality service. Our budgets have been cut to the bone. Of course, USSC has the right to sell,
but we do not think the buyer should be a state agency that is not elected by the people of the State.
More research is needed before such a tremendous amount should be paid for the lands of USSC. We
appreciate any consideration that might be given to this request.

Marilyn McCorvey

12/12/2008
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Carter, Annette

From: Jeff Barwick [jeffer77@embargmail.com)]
Sent:  Friday, December 12, 2008 12:09 PM
To: River of Grass

Subject: US Sugar Purchase

Dear Board of SFWMD: Glades residents are largely in favor of the US
Sugar buyout but not in it's current form. SFWMD should pass on the
current offer and re~open negotiations with other parties brought to the
table. Negotiations should include Florida Crystals, the Lawrence Group
and any others with interests in USSC assets. The District could carve out
the land they project needed for their purposes. The final product would
solve everyones needs: US Sugar would sell out all of its assets (as their
Board originally indicated their desire to do); SFWMD would have the
land they need and likely be able to negotiate with Florida Crystal for
additional land needed in return for a land swap or hard assets (or a mixture
of both); someone would emerge from the process with the stated goal of
owning and operating the railroad, sugar mill/refinery and citrus plant in
Clewiston and thereby preserving the Glades economy for the forseeable
future. Included in this package could be lease arrangements for land not
immediately needed for SFWMD projects. Costs to the taxpayers could be
held to an absolute minimum based on true necessity. This would be a win~
win~win solutiqn.

Jeff Barwick, Clewiston
Retired (Former Exec. Dir,, Clewiston Chamber of Commerce 1999-?005)

12/12/2008



Carter, Annette

From: Jaminfo@aol.com

Sent: Friday, December 12, 2008 1:16 PM

To: Buermann, Eric; Collins, Mike; Rooney, Patrick; Meeker, Melissa; Dauray, Charles; Estenoz,
Shannon; Huck Jr., Paul; Montgomery, Jerry

Cc: Wehle, Carol; River of Grass; Reppen, Deena

Subject: Ecosystem Services Value of Restoring the Missing Link, availed by land purchase

Attachments: ACES ppt.ppt

Dear Chairman Buermann, Governing Board Members, et al;

Thanks for the previous opportunity to present to the Governing Board, a power point program on the potential
cost savings and benefits of restoring flow down the missing link to revitalize the river of grass.  Of course the
September 12, 2007 presentation preceded the Governor's announcement, June 24, 2008, by some months.
Thanks also for a few remarks of encouragement to continue the research and expand on the initial findings.
Thanks also for the recent notice sent by Deena Reppen encouraging written inputs.

The "expanded update" has been done, and presented as a paper at "A Conference on Ecosystem Services" -
ACES for short. The ACES Conference was {1) a call for "bundling all ecosystem services benefits", i.e.,
consider all benefits, and (2) to monitize or evaluate the bundted benefits by giving them a dollar value; and (3)
using this for a more robust Benefit to Cost analysis for decision-support that can be understood by congress
and the pubiic.

A primary purpose of the "update” was to give a first order estimate of the total ecosystem services value (ESV)
of the US Sugar Corp deal, given that the nuances can be resolved, and the land purchased. In the attached,
all can hopefully see that $1.34 millions is a trivial amount, given the potential of seeing the missing link
restored, to an ESV approaching $70 Billion, over the lifetime of CERP (40 years used for the analysis).

The theme of ACES and technical information presented indicates that (1) the approach and methodology in
the attached presentation is valid, (2) the approach is what is being sought by govt, industry, and NGO's, and
{3) the estimate of the ultimate value of the US Sugar land purchase over 40 years is in the ball park.

Some at the ACES Conference projected that the worth of restoring some 95,000 acres of wetlands/STA's in
terms of carbon sequestration and mitigation of sea level rise would be an ESV benefit worth the cost of the
project. Attached calculations validate that this is likely true, given that the full potential of the land purchase, in
terms of ESV, can be fully realized.

Hopefully this will be useful as decision support in your deliberations on acquiring the land needed to restore
the missing link.

From the ACES conference, | went directly to the Task Force meeting, and reported a summary of ACES, and
the paper | had presented, including copies of the attached to the Task Force, and then to the Everglades
Coalition, as they have similar concerns.

| plan on doing the same at the next governing board meeting, in the usual 3 minutes, or less, as required,
Here is a paraphrasing of what went to the Task Force, as an advance copy.

Governing Board members, Thanks for your consideration.

ACES Presentation Title:

On the Value of Ecosystems Services Provided by Restoring Gravity-driven Flow to the Everglades
[From Lake O to WCA-3)

12/12/2008
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Background: Deputy Secretary of the Interior Lynn Scarlett gave the keynote address (Dec 10) at A
Conference on Ecosystem Services (ACES) in Naples, Florida. [l gave Sec Scarlett a copy of the attached
right after her speech, noting that it does give credibility to her DOI DRAFT Vision Document per the attached].
ACES 2008 will bring together leaders from government agencies, non-governmental organizations, academia,
tribes and the private sector to advance the understanding of “ecosystem services"—services provided fo
people by natural systems. The interdisciplinary conference, sponsored by more than a dozen agencies and
institutions, will cover topics related to ecosystems such as science, conservation, restoration, resource
management and development decisions. More; hitp.//iwww doi.gov/inews/08_News Releases/121008.html.
(355 Aftendees)

Comments to the Task Force, paraphrased, went as follows.

¢ Ecosystem Services are those services that benefit people in an economic way

o This appears to be a new way of doing business arising out of the reality that the planet is in serious
trouble. [this has the ESV concept gaining momentum fast]

e Virtually all of you [Govt folks] had representatives of your agencies participating, including a few govt
folks in the audience [Fred Sklar, SFWMD; Barry Rosen and Ronnie Best, USGS, USACE Reps, DOI
reps, ef al]

¢ Attention getter: Deputy Sec Lynn Scarlett gave serious endorsement of the proceedings in a plenary
speech, as noted in background.

e Two buzz words were introduced; Monitizing, and Bundiing.

o Bundling is used in a slightly different context than bundling projects. Bundling here means
considering all possible benefits resulting from restoration, enhancement and protection.
o Monitizing means converting the bundie into ESV = $$$

» ArtMarshall.org contribution was to bundle and monitize all the benefits of restoration in the EAA per the
attached using literature standards.

o The ACES conference provided direct and indirect peer review that confirmed the validity of the attached
presentation.

» Ecosystem Value will always be in the mega-billions, and exceed cost by nearly a factor of ten (10).

» This provides a better approach [full value benefit accounting as well as full cost accounting] to the
traditional [and less seen] Benefit: Cost Study.

o Rather than go into further detail, | will let the hand-out speak for itself.

« QED.

Over all the first order estimate of ESV benefit is based on a lot of research, and a three page spread-sheet
model. Per what was outlined as a need at ACES, the attached presentation appears literally and figuratively
on the money in order of magnitude. It needs more tweaking, which ought to be an innovation of CERP
implementing agencies. From what was gleaned at the ACES conference the worth of the calculated benefits
are likely to increase.

Of course this also validates what Art Marshall new intuitively as well. For the Art Marshall approach,
Semper If!

John Arthur Marshall
www . ArtMarshall.org

Make your life easier with all your friends, email, and favorite sites in one place. Try it now.

12/12/2008



CITY OF CLEWISTON

115 WEST VENTURA AVENUE

CLEWISTON, FL 33440
TELEPHONE 983-1484 FAX 983-4055
AREA CODE 882 AREA CODE 853

December 12, 2008

The Honorable Charlie Crist
Governor, State of Florida
The Capitol

Tallahassee, FL 32399-0001

Dear Governor Crist:

As the deadline for the vote on the United States Sugar Corporation land purchase rapidly
approaches, I stand in awe that the possibility of this deal as proposed is still a reality. It
is a firm belief by so many that if the purchase is approved as structured, it will cause the
economic demise of our community and result in severe economic consequences to the
surrounding Glades region.

I sincerely share and support every vision for Everglades restoration which could result
from this initiative - buf not al the sacrifice of the homes and livelihoods of thousands of
Florida residents! Over the last several months it has been clearly dictated through
“public opinion™ that there are too many uncertainties and unanswered questions to agree
on this deal by the USSC imposed deadline. Undeniable evidence exists 10 justify a delay
of action on this matter until all potential benefits and consequences are assessed.

Oddly, “due diligence” has been carefully executed in all areas of this deal except one
most critical area - ECONOMIC IMPACT. In these austere economic times, many of our
residents are barely surviving now. Our schools are suffering funding cutbacks and
laying off teachers. Our city and county leaders are now tumning stones in search of
revenues just to provide for continuation of the essential services to our residents.

Governor Crist, thousands of people of the Glades are relying on you. On their behalf,
you are respectfully requested to direct delaying the vote on the USSC land deal and to
direct an evaluation of this matter by the Florida Legislature.

Sincerely,

/
, ?’(0 ‘CLE\p’ _"J}ON g ./m',;
Sk e

Mali Chamness
Mayor
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-----Original Message-----

From: DMandCH®@aol.com [mailto:DMandCH®@aol.com]
Sent: Fri 12/12/2008 1:54 PM

To: Estenoz, Shannon

Subject: Sierra Club Supports U.S. Sugar Land Purchase

Dear Vice-Chair Estenoz:

The Sierra Club encourages the SFWMD Board to move forward on the U.S. Land
Purchase. We know that there are many defects in the deal and we would ideally like to
see it improved, however, if the choice comes down to an up or down vote we
recommend a yes vote.

The Everglades needs the purchase of land for storage. The purchase has the potential
to provide the necessary storage and clean up to protect the Everglades.

Please vote to protect the Everglades Ecosystem.

Regards,

Drew Martin

Chair, Everglades Committee
Florida Sierra Club

500 Lake Ave. #102

Lake Worth, FI 33460

Make your life easier with all your friends, email, and favorite sites in one place. Try it
now <http:/ /www.aol.com/?optin=new-
dp&icid=aolcom40vanity&ncid=emlcntaolcom00000010> .
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DEXTER W. LEHTINEN

December 12, 2008

Hon. Pawick Rooney, Member

Governing Board

South Florida Water Management District
3301 Gun Club Road

West Palm Beach, Florida 33406

Re: Purchase of US Sugar Corporation Lands

Dear Mr. Rooney:

As the Governing Board considers the proposed US Sugar Corporation land purchase
contract, T appreciate the opportunity to share my thoughts on the matter. In sum, T urge Board
Members 1o reject the proposal for several reasons. [ believe the “suger buyout” is bad planning,

* bad financial practice, and bad restoration. The reasons are summarized below:

1. No Restoration Plan

Mere acquisition of land is inarequate and even counter-productive; there is no plan for
utilization of the land in any rational way (c.g., no studies of the size or magnitude or location of
peeded stormwater treatment areas or StOrage reservoirs); and no demonstration that 180,000
cares is needed at the locations being purchased

2. No Money

The cost of land acquisition alone ($1.37 billion) would be less than 25% of final costs
after engineering end construction of facilities; there is no plan for raising 34 billion or more
additional money (note that epproximatcly 15,000 acre EAA Storage Reservoir cost $750 muillion,
so just 105,000 acres of construction would cost $5 billion); the bonds for purchase alone will
constrain future funding of other projects, and there i9 no way to raise another $5 billien

. [T PR T

3, Delayin isting an ture R jon EfT
Preseqt restoration projects are being stopped to divert funds to this future proposal (c.g.,
EAA storaye reservoir, necessary to maximize existing STA efficiency and for which SFWMD

Acceler8 bonds were igsued); the proposal s at Jeast ten years away from any restoration effect on
the ground; ten years is a death warrant for the Everglades

HEPPN S PR

6005 5.W, 102 Street Miami, Florlda 33156  Telephone (305) 665-0476  Fax (305) 667-2645
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d. Abus inancin echanism weethen 1

The finds raised through COPs will not accemplish any restoration activities on the land,
5o the projections of STAs and reservoirs are illicit as COPs; the fitture financial condition of the
SEFWMD will be wrecked; 100 much is paid for the lzud and too little charged for the Jeases to
sugar, due to leases, bonds will not be tax-exempt and rates charged will be excessive; ad valorem
taxes are in effect being pledged in violation of state law

Thank you for your consideration of this matter in general and your consideration of the
numecrous expressions of opinion which you have received in particular.

Sincerely,
¢ " Dexter Lehtinen



Walker, Reagan

From: Barbara Glasgow [barbaraglasgow@embargmail.com]
Sent: Friday, December 12, 2008 9:42 PM

To: River of Grass

Subject: Help Restore the River of Grass

Barbara Glasgow
155 Vintage Circle #203
Naples, FL 34119-4763

December 12, 2008

River of Grass Campaign
FL

Dear River of Grass Campaign:
Dear SFWMD Governing Board Members:

I am writing to express my strong support for the purchase of the US Sugar
lands. Ihave been affected by the water quality degradation as a result

of the polluted from Lake Okeechobee releases from insufficient water
storage and treatment. The purchase of these lands represents one of the
most significant opportunities to preventing further degradation, as well
as for ensuring South Floridai; s sustainability and quality of life.

Despite the economic downturn, this is the right time to buy these lands
because this is a rare opportunity to meet our pressing need for

additional water storage and treatment for Everglades restoration and for
our growing South Florida population. This is an investment into our own
ecological infrastructure that provides a basic necessity, clean

freshwater.

Truly the future and wellbeing of Southwest Floridai;%2s residents,
environment, and long-term economy lies in your hands with this momentous
decision. Therefore, I respectfully ask you to approve the acquisition of

the US Sugar lands as a critical investment to restoring the Everglades

and preserving our sustainability.

Sincerely,

Barbara Glasgow
239-354-3476



Walker, Reagan

From: Art Ritas [aritas540@ao0l.com]
Sent: Friday, December 12, 2008 9:10 PM
To: River of Grass

Subject: Help Restore the River of Grass
Art Ritas

740 High pines Dr

Naples, FL 34103-2819

December 12, 2008

River of Grass Campaign

FL

Dear River of Grass Campaign:
Dear SFWMD Governing Board Members:

I am a retired English teacher from Michigan who has found a new vocation
in Florida as a volunteer nature guide (after being certified as a Florida
Master Naturalist through the wonderful U. of Fl. extension program).
Water is a major topic in my lectures and boat tours. In fact, I am active

in stormwater education in Naples. Clean water is our most indespensible
resource.

[ am writing to express my strong support for the purchase of the US Sugar
lands. 1have been affected by the water quality degradation as a result

of the polluted from Lake Okeechobee releases from insufficient water
storage and treatment. The purchase of these lands represents one of the
most significant opportunities to preventing further degradation.

Despite the economic downturn, this is the right time to buy these lands
because this is a rare opportunity to meet our pressing need for
additional water storage and treatment for Everglades restoration and for
our growing South Florida population.

Truly the future and wellbeing of Southwest Florida's residents,
environment, and long-term economy lies in your hands with this momentous

decision.

Sincerely,



Walker, Reagan

From: dorothy hirsch [dorothyhirsch@embargmail.com]
Sent: Friday, December 12, 2008 8:59 PM

To: River of Grass

Subject: Help Restore the River of Grass

dorothy hirsch

626 Regatta Rd

Naples, FL 34103-4195

December 12, 2008

River of Grass Campaign
FL

Dear River of Grass Campaign:

Dear SFWMD Governing Board Members:

[ am writing to express my strong support for the purchase of the US Sugar
lands. I have been affected by the water quality degradation as a result

of the polluted water from Lake Okeechobee releases from insufficient
water storage and treatment. The purchase of these lands represents one of
the most significant opportunities to preventing further degradation, as
well as for ensuring South Floridai;'2s sustainability and quality of life.

Despite the economic downturn, this is the right time to buy these lands
because this is a rare opportunity to meet our pressing need for

additional water storage and treatment for Everglades restoration and for
our growing South Florida population. This is an investment into our own
ecological infrastructure that provides a basic necessity, clean

freshwater.

Truly the future and wellbeing of Southwest Floridai;V2s residents,
environment, and long-term economy lies in your hands with this momentous
decision. Therefore, as a taxpaper I am asking you to approve the

acquisition of the US Sugar lands as a critical investment to restoring

the Everglades and preserving our sustainability.

The decision was made.

Sincerely,



Walker, Reagan

From: Pete Quasius [pquasius@msn.com]
Sent: Friday, December 12, 2008 8:14 PM
To: River of Grass

Subject: Help Restore the River of Grass

Pete Quasius
4523 East Riverside Dr.
Ft. Myers, FL 33905-3013

December 12, 2008

River of Grass Campaign
FL

Dear River of Grass Campaign:
Dear SFWMD Governing Board Members:

I am writing to express my strong support for the purchase of the US Sugar
lands by the public. I personally have been affected by the water

quality degradation in Southwest Florida as a result of the Lake
Okeechobee releases from insufficient water storage and treatment both
north and south of the Lake. The purchase of these lands represents one of
the most significant opportunities to preventing further degradation, as
well as for ensuring South Floridai;Y2s sustainability and quality of life.

Despite the economic downturn, this is the right time to buy these lands
because this is a rare opportunity to meet our pressing need for

additional water storage and treatment for Everglades restoration and for
our growing South Florida population. This is an investment into our own
ecological infrastructure that provides a basic necessity, clean

freshwater .

Truly the future and well being of Southwest Floridai;¥as residents,
environment, and long-term economy lies in your hands with this momentous
decision. Therefore, I respectfully ask you to approve the acquisition of

the US Sugar lands as a critical investment to restoring the Everglades

and preserving our sustainability.

Sincerely,

Pete Quasius



Walker, Reagan

From: Jessica Smith-Geraghty [jsgeraghtyart@aol.com]
Sent: Friday, December 12, 2008 7:29 PM

To: River of Grass

Subject: Help Restore the River of Grass

Jessica Smith-Geraghty

2424 harbor Rd.

Naples, FL 34104-4291

December 12, 2008

River of Grass Campaign

FL

Dear River of Grass Campaign:
Dear SFWMD Governing Board Members:

I am writing to express my strong support for the purchase of the US Sugar
lands. Ihave been affected by the water quality degradation as a result

of the polluted from Lake Okeechobee releases from insufficient water
storage and treatment. The purchase of these lands represents one of the
most significant opportunities to preventing further degradation, as well
as for ensuring South Florida?s sustainability and quality of life,

Despite the economic downturn, this is the right time to buy these lands
because this is a rare opportunity to meet our pressing need for

additional water storage and treatment for Everglades restoration and for
our growing South Florida population. This is an investment into our own
ecological infrastructure that provides a basic necessity, clean

freshwater.

Truly the future and wellbeing of Southwest Florida?s residents,
environment, and long-term economy lies in your hands with this momentous
decision. Therefore, I respectfully ask you to approve the acquisition of

the US Sugar lands as a critical investment to restoring the Everglades

and preserving our sustainability.

Sincerely,

Jessica Smith-Geraghty



Walker, Reagan

From: Barbara Jean Wilson [barbaraw@conservancy.org]
Sent: Friday, December 12, 2008 6:46 PM

To: River of Grass

Subject: Help Restore the River of Grass

Barbara Jean Wilson

8067 Sorrento Lane

Naples, FL 34114-2616

December 12, 2008

River of Grass Campaign
FL

Dear River of Grass Campaign:
Dear SFWMD Governing Board Members:

I am writing to express my strong support for the purchase of the US Sugar
lands. I have been affected by the water quality degradation as a result

of the polluted from Lake Okeechobee releases from insufficient water
storage and treatment. The purchase of these lands represents one of the
most significant opportunities to preventing further degradation, as well

as for ensuring South Floridai; 2s sustainability and quality of life.

Despite the economic downturn, this is the right time to buy these lands
because this is a rare opportunity to meet our pressing need for

additional water storage and treatment for Everglades restoration and for
our growing South Florida population. This is an investment into our own
ecological infrastructure that provides a basic necessity, clean

freshwater.

Truly the future and wellbeing of Southwest Floridai;Y2s residents,
environment, and long-term economy lies in your hands with this momentous
decision. Therefore, I respectfully ask you to approve the acquisition of

the US Sugar lands as a critical investment to restoring the Everglades

and preserving our sustainability.

Sincerely,

Barbara Jean Wilson
2393480004



Walker, Reagan

From: Vicky Smith [smithvgc@yahoo.com]
Sent: Friday, December 12, 2008 6:43 PM
To: River of Grass

Subject: Help Restore the River of Grass
Vicky Smith

225 Gulf Shore Blvd. N.

Naples, FL 34102-8449

December 12, 2008

River of Grass Campaign

FL

Dear River of Grass Campaign:
Dear SFWMD Governing Board Members:

[ am writing to express my strong support for the purchase of the US Sugar
lands. Thave been affected by the water quality degradation as a result

of the polluted from Lake Okeechobee releases from insufficient water
storage and treatment. The purchase of these lands represents one of the
most significant opportunities to preventing further degradation, as well
as for ensuring South Floridai;/%4s sustainability and quality of life.

Despite the economic downturn, this is the right time to buy these lands
because this is a rare opportunity to meet our pressing need for

additional water storage and treatment for Everglades restoration and for
our growing South Florida population. This is an investment into our own
ecological infrastructure that provides a basic necessity, clean

freshwater.

Truly the future and wellbeing of Southwest Floridai;¥2s residents,
environment, and long-term economy lies in your hands with this momentous
decision. Therefore, 1 respectfully ask you to approve the acquisition of

the US Sugar lands as a critical investment to restoring the Everglades

and preserving our sustainability.

Sincerely,

Vicky Smith
239-262-1476



